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my 9 juſtification. 
irs that have lately appeared in 
me determine to com- 


are no more than a collection Pi 
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Falſhood; or, The Life and Adventures of a 


late F French Nobleman. 
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Saint Evremond's name 1s only bor- 

rowed to give them eredit, yet they 
may be able to create an opinion very 
much to the diſadvantage of women. 

However that may be, I know, by ex- 
perience, that imprudence and chance 
have many times a greater ſhare in 
. miſcarriages, than want of vir- 


The Memoirs of my Life will 
=” it evident, that it is not always 


right to judge by outward appearan- 
ces; and that beauty, youth, and vi- | 
| vacity, are frequently more dangerous 
to female reputation, than the moſt cri- | 
minal conduct is without them, when 
artfully concealed under the maſk of 
affected gravity, and a 1 well 
timed ee. 
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lite; for i it is a long time ſince th th 
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I am ſenſible of my own innocence as to 


charge; but on the other ſide, unfortu- 

| cence by the ſcandals to which I have 
been toe guiky of giving the occaſion. 

l thoughtit might be permitted me to 

write my own hiſtory, were it but to 


8 as have of Tate been made the ob- 
jects of com non | reproach, It is well 
Known to what degree N are 
improved in chat reſpect; Y ſeeing that 


now-a-days we meet Wich many pe 


Wb ardly an honeſt woman to be found. 


| +9 
the 


of his ptovidence: happy in this, that 


every thing that calumny has laid to my 
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juſtify, by my example, ſuch of my own 


0 cenſorious as to maintain, that there 


1 is true, the maligniry of x men is not 
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the only reaſon of the little juſtice which 


may be Waere to dove _ delight'in 

confirming the ill opinion which men 
have of us: and indeed, there are none 
who have done more injuſtice to their 
ſex, than they who have written the me- 
moirs of their amours, and diſperſed 
into the world letters for which their 
paſſion and debauchery found macerials, 5 
From their e men have con- 
demned all thoſe whom they ſuſpe 
having any amorous . z and 


when a woman has once got the reputa- 


tion of a coquerte, ſhe is preſently--ad- 

Judged to be one of thoſe: a 

thei "up to be ſo. e e l os 
e I there 
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1 elntifvic thought it might be one. _— 
means to deſtroy this growing opinion, = | : 6 
by a faithful recital of the adventures f 
my life, to ſhew, that a woman. may be | 1 | 2 
defamed, yet not guilty; and that many b. 
times, there is more of misfortune tan , 
irregularity in the conduct of 'ſeveral |} 
n, upon whom the public i is pleaſ- 
ed to threw their ſcandals. There is 
- alſo another benefit to be reaped from 
ö theſe memoirs; for from thence the 
reader will learn to avoid all f uch mif- 
Fortunes as are looked p as crimes; 
and to ſhun thoſe things which may give 
ke occaſion to ſully the reputation of wo- 
men, by obſerving where J myſelf be- 
came an ill manager of | my own. 
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was born too ſoon; for my moth 
badly arrived to ſixteen years» of age 


| heireſs. of my father's eſtate. Al This. 


| COUNTESS D'ANOSS. 8 


I am oi deſcendedy as well by the 


| father as by the mother's ſide : but it 


was the firſt of my misfortunes that . 
r was 


when ſhe lay in of me; and «becauſe. 


that in ten years after my mother had 


no more children, I was looked upon a 


while my mother was too 


a daughter grow up with how 17 t hots 3 
ſince that would have prevented het from 


continuing ſo long in her teens Ay, the 
ſeemed to-wiſh for fo ſhe ſent me to a 
grandmother, who had that fond love 


for me, which women, advanced in years, 5 


have many times for children, by whom 


= hey expect. the continuation of their 
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name and family. 
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She made it her bu- 
ſineſs to infuſe into me, upon the ſcore 5 
of my birth and beauty, all the vanity 
and pride ſne had been guilty of herſelf; 

and the firſt thing that I learned was, 

1 that I was fair, and deſtined to the moſt 

= noble and elevated pretenſions. Wich 

| _ theſe fancies I was continually flattered ; 
and I had already attained eleven years 
of age, when my mother was brought to 
bed of a boy. But no ſooner was this 

FS Jon and heir come into the world, but 

my grandmother began to laviſh out all 

- her affection for me upon him : my 

beauty was no longer flattered : no more 
talk of my being A Princeſs or a Du- 
cChbeſs: no-] muſt ſtifle all thoſe gaudy 
” Ty my Werder had bereaved 
me 
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COUNTESS D'ANQIS. „ 


me of all thoſe great advantages. . 6 On. 


the other fide, ſhe began to inſtill into | 


me inclinations to a religious life; and. 


at length ſhe told me in plain terms, it 


was the manner of living, and all the 


preferment my friends had deſigned me. 


I was already big enough, and had ſo 


| magh reaſon about me, as to be deeply 


ſenſible how diſagtecable ſuch a reſolu- 
tion would be to me; and the very 
thoughts of it infuſed 1 into we as great 


an averſion for my neareſt relations, 28 
before 1 had reſpect and, complacency. 
for them. My father was the oply per- 
ſon for whom I ſtill preſerved ſome lit- 


tle affection z for he ſtill ſcemed to have 
ſomething « of kindneſs for me; ſo that, | 
e they talked af ene me in- | 
et [ B 4 to 
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expreſſed in words, accompanied with” 


7 8 4 


to a a_nunnery, FP elt had elitr i 
him, and to him made known my re- 
luctancy and deſpair: which 1 o well 


tears, that my father himſelf could not 
refrain from weeping,” But he, See 
man, wanted ſufficient reſolution ts aſ- 


e ſert the rightful prerogatives of a huf-' 
band; and therefore he adviſed me, for 
| his lake, to ſuffer for a while the incon- 


veniences of a convent," with a promiſe” | 


1 13 


that 1 ſhou!d not long be undd that 


confinement, but that be wouſd diſpoſe 5 
of me ſo oon as 1 was: s of an age for 
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marriage. . | 
Upon this 1 obeyed, ag 1 was put 
into a nunnery, where the abbeſs was 


: my father $ couſin-german 3 3 and” In" her 


ry 1 
4 


= I met 
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I met again with as ah fongneſs,as 
= formerly. my. grandmother. had for me: 
Eo 3 | which, together with, the hopes chat my. 
father had given me, was no ſmall con? 
3 folation to me. Moreover, I had all che 
| ; liberty 1 could defire i in the nunnery. I. 
"= | f had beſides ſo accuſtomed myſelf to g 
What I pleaſed, that nobody durſt ab 
1 | : tradict me. Thus flattered, careſſed, 5 
F and indulged, it was no wonder if 1 re- 
aſſumed all that vanity which my grand- | 
mother had infuſed into me. The 
' | praiſes. alſo which the nuns orci 
gave me, daily fwelled this, vanity; ane 


e 
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4 > that means I came to underſtand, 

. | that convents, where young people are 

f allowed the liberty L had, are no bett er 5 
b ſchools, for children. than the, houſes of 
? mh 7 fondling 
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bonding parents that idolize their own 
iſſue. The more I was perſuaded that 
| all nuns were ſaints, the more I ſoothed 
myſelf that I deſerved their praiſes ; and 
the more vainly I flattered myſelf hae 
there was nothing in me to be amended, N ll 
_ ſeeing thoſe very perſons who were in- ' = 
ruſted with the care of my conduct, | | 1 , 
applauded every thing 1 did, and U J 

= thing I defired todo. 

R In chis manner L was bred up, with little 

= inftruRion | in the duties of my religion. 
Not that any means were omitted to teach 
me the grounds of i it; but in regard 1 
had an excellent memory, I made it my 
application to ſtudy thoſe grounds, ra- 
ther to ſhew my wit, than for the ſake 


of information: : nor did I make any 
difference 1 25 
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id . 
e. ne 


„ . rence between the articles of my | 
t 4 faith, 8 he ſongs id verſes wh ch 1 
1 got by heart. To me they ſeemed. all 
1 alike: and 1 0 ed upon it only as an 


1 exerciſe of my memory, which Was put —— 
. f I upon me to. try whether 1 had a good: | "oh 
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one or not. How many 3 have 1 9 


4 5 | 71 ; 
--- lamented afterwards, my. being ſo little 1 
difference between effern ials: 


— 


* 
* 


* : 4 3 oP AF 


R taught the 


1 and rifles; and my b ro myſelf | 
„ to make my « choice of which of the t roo. 
Nl my fancy. beſt approved !” Thoſe who. 1 


[1 are intruſted with the Farr chil- | 
I dren, are very imprudent to d! make. no 
„ diſtinction between things of this 08- 
ture 
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heart a are ell ſeaſohedl w. ick the 
preſſions of truth and virtue. Bat OR 
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The reading of r romances brought me ne 
to reflect upon things, of which, till chen, 
1 had but a confuſed and imperfect ap- 


wh EY n 


| prebiation.. By reading, hem, I learned 


| there was a paſſion that gave to women 
an abſolute dominion over men TA 
1 was not a little overjoyed to think, 
that I could, as well as others, pretend to 


and that 
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an n,opportunity already to exerciſe that 
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hort, I called to mind. that when 


my grandmother, there was 
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A perſon of quality Who was fond of me, 

ly called me his "little 
queen.” * recalled to my memory all the 
| marks 
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* | Bo n. ens 5 But" that affeötlen 
2ͤ * n effect of! the fate paſton which" 
| I found fo well expreſſec in "romances, 

= Iva forry I had been ignoratit of it LY 

l | 5 | Ton eng, and that 1 nad f made no better 


; = that 161 
| in regard” fie" was a perſon” of quality, 
appeared ROTH n me. 


1 ee n nn 
1 worthy 'of paying me his addreſſe: — 17 
= reſolved therefore to engage bim to give 
me a a viſit, that 1 might ple: 5 Fog 
| with Ejopiig the bonser of fubmirting 
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nomances, whas ſeemed to me moſt en- t 

much de- t 
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| | expreſſed, and . Wil 
that there was any 
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5 1 RE 
is an effect the moſt; inno- 


reading of romances can produce in the 


mind of young perſon. But after. all, 

it is a dangerous effect 5 ſeeing. that by 
| how harmleſs ſoever our intentions may 
be, to love the name of it, and to. feel 
ile effects and power of i „ 


| Romances having taught me, thas 
chere was a ſecret and-1 | 5 


thod to be obſerved: eee 


Wa I conaluded on putting mine 
into a ſmall bundle of rarities wrought 


by: the nuns, of which I pretended to 


make a preſent to the Marquis upon the 


feſtival· day of the nuanery's particular 
faint. In A] then 1 ſent hin 
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deliver the bundle into 3 Fug 
Thus, had my paſſion been ever ſo vio- 
lent, it could not have taught me to 
take better meaſures than mere vanity 
= +Had inſpired into me: for the two paſ- 
| 2 2 ſtons of love and vanity. force women 
= to act, for the moſt part, much after the 
ſame manner, as I found 19 8 OO - 
in the progreſs. of my life. 
FBloſſac received my ke and- ha 
ing always looked upon me as ia child, 
his firſt thoughts inclined him to ſhew 
it to my parents, io the end they might - 
(ke what an extraordinary daughter they 
had. However, he met with ſo much 
3 paſſion, ſo much tenderneſs in it, that 
be believed it impoſſible 1 ſhould write 


in 
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in ſuch * manner, vithöüt being 1 in . 
ome meaſure ſehſible of what I had 
written to him. And the younger 1 
Was, the more he flattered himſelf wih 
being the firſt object of 4 g © wing paſ-' 
don; and Whatever in my letter ſcemed 
do him to be above my years, he aſcrit 
- 2 d ro nothing but love, and according - 
y he returned me a moſt paſſionate 
; „„ he prom ed to come 
and ſee me the n . Et day. E ian. 7 £0); 
However, I met with W W 
his letter chat offended me; for he thefe 
7 ; called! me his pretty child. Now I had 
never read | chat” the heroes in fans 0 


that right tie the pleaſures _ 
Bus 8 -” 3m 
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3 and his pretty ſwee heart, 
that I was the moſt delicate girl in the 
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him know that . was angry with, hi 
for it. He came: and becauſe he had 
not ſeen me in above a year before, he 
found me ſo well b, though then 
but in the twelfth of my age, that 
the ſight of my perſon 1 compleated 
What my letter had begun. He became 
my moſt paſſionate lover ; nevertheleſs, 
being deſirous, before he diſaovered his 
love, to be aſſured whether k had fea». | 
ſon enough about me to ſuſ ain the 
weight of ſuch a declaration, be appli- 
eld himſelf to me with the ſame terms as 
he had formerly done calling me his. 
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world All: theſe low tides: 1 tool in- 


COUNTBSS DANOLS. | 


and told me, after ſuch a manner as ſame. - 
what daunted me, that though he was 
| aſhamed, at his years, to confeſs himſelf 
ſo weak as to have a paſſion for me, yet 
that he could not forbear to let me 
know, as much a child as I was, that 


ti in the tone of a rot 
| heroine, I talked to him as Aſtrea ths 


to Celadon, when ſhe baniſhes him her 
preſence. At firſt he laughed at my 
childiſh indignation; but ſeeing me per- 


iſt in the ſame language, he was ſo much 


the more tenderneſs. Thereupon he 


= life and his- . mw e 
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pronounced theſe words in ſuch a man- 
ner, that they pierced my very ſoul; | 
and I now found that I was actuated by 
another paſſion than that which had 
prompted me to ſend for him. 
I no forgot all that romane 

taught me concerning the diſdain and bie 
of their heroines : I fell a weeping and 
| begging his pardon for having offended - 
kim, l him of the ſurrender of 
my heart, and that 1 would never ſay - 
any thing: to him again 1 | 
cite his angef. He was averaged: to 
find ſuch an alteration in me, and con- 
tinued his arguments to perſuade me 
how paſlionately he loved me, when our 
eonverſation was interrupted by me. 
coming in of e who he again 
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treated me with ſuch tenderneſſes as 
were fuitable to my age ; and calling 
me pretty child, adviſed me to be a 
good girl. Nor was it out of policy 
that 1 forbore'to ſhew myſelf diſpl aſed 
with his diſcourſe, 4 but becauſe 1 found ö : 
an inclination in myſelf to pardon every 
thing in him but indifferency. I was ſo 
| much afraid he did not love me, that 5 
| having found an opportanity, Before-ife | 
_ "parted, to afk him whether he were ſtil! 
offended, 1 obliged him to ſwear that he 
would love me as long as he lived. 
Thus it was, that without knowing 
«what it meant, I ſurrendered myſelf up 5 


to that fatal paſſion that ſince has ſo 


much troubled my repoſe. It was not 
5 for any other deſign that deſired to ſee 
ED .  Bloflac, 
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Bloſſac, but only to trample. on his ſub- 

miſſion, when I became ſo much his 

Nave, that 1 took delight in nothing 
elſe but thinking of him. To ſuch a 
precipice had the airy e of romances 
inſenſibly led me. 

I loved, yet "IM not t what love: was 
_ I loved ſo much the more, becauſe 
I. was ignorant what it was to love: nor | 

would my ignorance permit me to con- 

tend with what I knew not. I ſaw no- 
thing chat frighted me in the kind fen- 
timents I had for Bloſſac: nor had | any 
deſiro to be afraid of conſequences which 
1 foreſaw not. I ſtudied nothing ſo 
much as how to pleaſe him, and find 
out ways to ſee him often. Romances, 
that formerly were my chief delight, 
. dbegan 


9 


. © 


e r men of | * 1 ? 
2 SRP i" EA >, "4 0 ry me NE: * 
5 COL THREE _ n ie 
7 * 255 7 KY 


3 


=, e ** * h a 7 5 . e . . 
FP ˙· eerie I eonn hen. . os, 8 


8 


U 5 e RA 3 
Jr ͤ ͤ Kd ; N 


X 3 L Us +4 1 4 
1 | 8 2 My SEE 1 


4 


My os r 


25 4 14 


| COUNTESS /DANOIS. 3 


| 2 new to grow irkſome to me 1 
did net like it chat their heroines ſhould 
cake ſo much pleaſure in treating 
lovers ſo uncivilly; and 1 blatned theſe 
pride ſo much the mere, the leſs I un- 
detſtood that ĩt was a virtue to be proud. 
Thus, whither may we not be tranſport · 
ed, when we unwarily delivet up our- 
ſelves to a danger which we underſtand 
bot, and for which we have a kindneſs! 

When I was alone, I would be writing 

letters to him z: and though I knew not 

there was any harm in What I did, yet 

1 was moſt terribly afraid of being taten 

in che act; but it was impoffible for me 

to be ſo cautious as to prevent it. Some 
'of my letters were found, and carried 
0s? o thie-abbeſs, who bleſt he! | 
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Satan, as ſhe” called it, fo pre: 
2 a girl of my years. She ſent a me, 
5 and aſked me wh To. 1 had learned to 
8 write after that manner? I knew not 
wWouat anſwer to make her, eeing her, as 
I Q thought, in ſuch an angry mod. 
And my ſilence making her believe that 
EO J was better inſtructed, and e guilty 
indeed chan] nh W m ne 

ters. 8. qa os 1 fl pac 


| 5 hind ah. Legs age think cher. 


been any harm in w riting after ſuch, a 
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ceſolyed, from that. moment, to o haye 6 
great an averſion. for Bloſſac, as DEM | 
had kindneſs before. But among all 

| the abbeſs's pious taunts and matronly 
ſentences, there was none that made ſo 
deep an impreſſion upon me, as her up- 
bralding me for having giyen a man oc- 
caſion to believe I was in love with him. 

| She told me, there was nothing ſo mean 
and deſpicable; and that virgins who 
had no more wit than fo to expoſe them 
ſelves, were the ſlight and | contempt of 

_ thoſe very men, has wen, lp 7 ache 
to be belaved? 2 oo fad nods» + 
This touched me to SO, very; "hl; 

8 ſo that 1 was not ſo muck aſhamed, of 
1 the ſcandals and other inconveniences, 
to which, as ſhe aſſured me, 1 had ex· 
Vor. 8 „ poſed 
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poſed myſelf, as I Was to have FOR 7 
ching, Which, as me told me, would 
een e feorn of ee whom 


1 loved. 7% ob, 
I reſolved therefore N to refrain 


. rr Ame 
1 8 . 1 > 7 
« 


vide to Rloſſae any mor 8 1 
do ſee him again. I promiſed the ſame 
te the abbeſs; and ] conſented to let my 
paper and my pens be taken from me, 
I ro let her 1 8 Op lere, by my 
Gain, re mate amends for my ober- 
e which now 1 Auen in 
myſelf as much as ſhe could do. 7 5 
I be abbeſs had reaſon to e 5 
my ingenuouſneſo and ſubmiſſion to her 
corrections, that there Was nothing but 
innocence in what I had done. HOW? 
| every the was one of thoſe who will ne- J 
WX er | 


8 


ver 
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ver miſs an opportunity to 4 her 
own merit, and get a reputation for zeal 
and regularity, whatever becomes of their | 
neighbours. This lady therefore informed 
my patents of what had happened, in 
hopes that they would judge, by the 
account the gave them of her vigilance, 


that ſhe was not a woman that would 


ſuffer any other than the ſtricdeſt virtue py 
to be obſerved in her houſe. r 
This was the firſt Rain that blemith⸗ 
ed my reputation, and which inclined 
ſo many people to judge amiſs of my 


conduct. To this imprudence of the 


abbeſs I may impute all my misfor- 

; 5 Itunes; for had ſhe known how to ma- 

| perhaps, 

Pave afterwards conſented to whatever 
i might 


nage this firſt fault, I might 
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might have been demanded of 80 to 
1 855 3 


that I had an inclinatien to gallantry, to- 
gether with ſome other reaſons. that ſhe 


had to make me a nun, made her give 


Y for that courſe of life, i: 57 


pride proceeded from no other reaſon, 


Bloſſac. It never came into her thoughts 
that a girl of thirteen years of age ſhould 
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My mother judging by thoſe letters 


the abbeſs a ſtrict charge to mould me 


The abbeſs, perceiving bow much I | 


- endeavoured to obliterate the fault with W kn 
which I was upbraided, believed the WM the 
| change of my behaviour to be an effect not 
of my repentance: ſhe knew not that bo. 
pride was the cauſe of it, and that this aui 


but becauſe I would not be deſpiſed by 
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that the. ME: heaven aon earth was a 
e 


Ws x : : Kg I * 
i f * Sh * 


. told. me: that 0 my WES x 
ves pet | 7 tranſgreſſion they. could : 


| paſſed between us; and 


not think of marrying me, becauſe no- 


body would marry a girl who had been 
| guilty, at my years, of an intrigue: 
that the ſtory had made a great noiſe, 
and done me ſo much i injury, that there . 


was no other way for me but to betake 


myſelf to a religious life. Then ſhe 


C 3 made 


be capable of ſuch a refined piece. of © 
cunning :. ſhe believed I had quite for- N 
got him; and that now being recovered 
from that little love- frenzy of mine, I . 
would readily yield to thoſe reaſons. ſhe 
ſhould make uſe of to perſuade me, 4 
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made me a long harangue upon the 
pleaſures of retirement; - ſhe flattered 
a with hopes that J might ſuddenly 
. come to be her coadjutrix, and that 
at length ſhe would leave me her ebbey. 


I was not ſo much a child as not to 
ſee whither all this tended, nor ſo much 
a fool as not to know that there- was no- 


5 thing criminal in the worſt 1 was up- 


braided with: and I as readily found by 
the abbeſs's diſcourſe that my relations 
had a great deſire to make a nun of me. 
Now as there was nothing ſo emot 

my. reſolutions, as the ſentiments which 


ſhe ftrove to infuſe into me, I gave her 
this anſwer, that the gallantry which ſhe 
inveighed againſt ſo much, was not a 
thing ſo eriminal as ſne would perſuade 


me. 


from 
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7 
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he me. But though what you tell me,” 
ed ſaid I, '*-were true, and that it is my pa- 
ily rents abſolute pleaſure that 1 ſhould | 
hat e put on the veih I make no queſtion 
_ « but to obtain this liberty from them, 
. to make my choice of another houſe.” 
ot F. he abbeſs, aſtoniſhed at my en 
and my reſolution, endeavoured-to ſooth 
me, and even went ſo far as "_ 
me ſhe: would talk no more of it. 
een al _ dare — in 
him of every t u 
abbe eee For en | 
ng but: that he would be glad to marry | 
me; and that he: was a perſon ſuite ble te 
my humour, I thought F could not do 
better than to rene my * with 
Fa ; RE - him. 
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Kinks: . rok Seki: that little” pride 
which I aſſumed upon the firſt diſcovery 


of our private familiarity z nor was 1 
afraid of his deſpiſing me, when Ire- 
newed thoſe addreſſes that ſeemed requi- 


ſite to recall him. And thus it came to 
paſs, that I was feſtored to my paſſion 
by the cares which were taken to divert 


me from F een 71 


It was now near ten months ſince he 
had heard from me. He bad endea- 
voured to penetrate into the. motive that 


induced me to this change. But at 
length the nuns having informed him, 
that I had ſhewn his letters, 


my ſport, he was aſhamed th 
ever had any kindneſs for me. He took 
„ - 


rs, and that [- 
J only made it my buſineſs to make him 
it he had 


COUNTESS D'ANOIS. | 3 


me for Aa Dine 4 ſor ' one who mY 


_ it Neb hs to — and witn 


theſe en he ee 
Ahn was in this a & mind . 
when. J found a way to let him know, | 
that I deſir to ſpeak mich: binn * : 


the window of the ſpeaking-place, where 


I promiſed to be at ſuch an hour. He 
received the meſſage with a diſdainful 
ſmile, and bade the meſſenger. tell me, © os 


would come and ' ſee me when I had 


learned more wit and diſcretion. _ _ 
What a rage was I in, when this an- 


ſwer was brought! 1 began to believe N 
what the abbeſs had told me, that a 


e 


4 ! 
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forward- _ 


ſelf at his 
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ways fure to draw contempt after it. 


I vas ſenſible of all the edGrrication | 


that could be felt by a 


vain, when her vanity is tte to the 
loweſt degree. lt could not tell what 
courſe to > take to e obe from 


ke wy the life of a perfidious eo: 
temner of my favours; * ther again, 


#65 condemning ſo violent 2 reſolution, no- 
thing would ſerve me, e | 
< et, tkat J might regain bim 
by my tent „ ſhort, a thouſand ex- 
travagant ideas rolled in my mind, 
d n the reading of romances had fur- 


8 4 | niſhed 


| forwardneſs in pero of my fel a. 


ſelf Aha ae my revenge, 
" eta ſate muſing in what e 
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bler; for I was toq much humbled in my 
If lower in the 


own eyes, to make m 
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rooted . it Meder 


the effects of grace. Never did virgin 


teſtify a more ardent zeal to take the 


_ upon her, than myſelf : for I was 
atient to try, whether the noiſe of 


ſuch a ſacrifice would not awaken the 7 


lumbering paſſion of Bloſſac; and on 


the other ſide, I had before my eyes the 
| honour. which ſuch a pious action would 


procure me in the world. 1 : e" 0 0 
So ſoon as my relations were ipform- 


ed of my deſign, they haſtened me to 
take the habit upon me: andi indeed, 
conſidering the ſteps I had made, I could 


not well go back. However, I found 


an expedient to ſuſpend the execution of 


a deſign which began already to terrify 
me. I told my parents, that I did not 


find 
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find the ups ded-fuch-regular/lives/asl | 
the world in earneſt, it was my inten- 

tion to make choice among the nunne· 

ries; of one of che oſt poder re I pa 

hear of. 63 FN hot dr yorts 
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nee from: 5 the. heb 0 ” 
me in any, houſe whatever. They W * = 
me that I was not of a conſtitution ro- 
per for a convent; and ſome there were 
who made me the confident. of their ſe- 
cret diſguſts againſt. retirement. 

I aſeribed all this good . ths 5 
menge of their liyes: gor indeed = 
Was 


* — 2 7 : bs? 
” i n 2 8 f 
5 = "II 75 «FG * 7 EO - ; : 
cr 
* N 0 e ("IP r ta 77 2 > wh 8 x - 
— N DE 


4 =P — 2 ——— 
VEE Ph dre * 
TB », 


a g \ Co ets 
. . * * 4 Na 8 „e , bp 


- * Y = 7 oF 
wt ae” OE ge [TE 2 
"> + 


2 
— 


* PE 
2 & — x 
- * 


LG 
- Cant os — 
— > WH > og awe. —— 

N 8 "Rr" oh 


— 


— 
2 


£2 . 
£ > o 


24 SIE. 
— 


n 


„ "WEMOINSOF THE 


Was at db troobleg to have bond | 
* new reaſons for my lav ing their” con- 
vent. I was therefore importunate' to be 

removed to another nunnery. My mo- 
ther complied with my deflres; and] 
left the abbey accordingly," — 
whether I had reaſon to be 10 Gan or ne. 
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_ norabit of it be wit en oil : 
h When T arrived"at the coves 1 
made choice of, as well for that I was 
; | 10 more than fifteen years of / age. as 
=. 4 | . becauſe 
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becauſe the nuns bad been informed of 
all the reports which had been ſpead 
abroad concerning me, they thought it 
proper to defer the putting me among 
the noviciates, and give me beat the 
habit and title of Poſtulant. IG 

This convent ſeemed to me quite: a. 

ferent from the other: for here the nuns 
| lived in a perfect regularity? every one 
appeared contented with her condition; 
there was a holy emulation among them; 
and in ſhozt they performed their duties 
_ with an extraordinary exattneſs. More 
than this, the general opinion of their 
ſanctiey had drawn to their houſe ladies 


Joe the bisbeſt quality; and they wore | 


fo- accuſtomed. neuer "9 ot other 
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as 3 with a lay: ſiſter. They de- 


at all their ſolemn feſtivals, and never to 
hear any but the moſt famous preachers. 
Now whether this affectation were alto- 
gether exempt from pride, and all ſu- 
ſpicion bc vanity, is a queſtion not ſo 
* Fi,, nn a 


ds ſo vain as I was, I ſhould 


have been reconciled to a convent where 
TIT met with ſo much vanity ; ; but beſides 


neſs too for that other vanity, to ſee 


r N 


ſired always to have prelates to officiate 


One would have thought, however, 


that 1 had very little piety, I ſcorned 
that ridiculous vanity that ſacrifices only 
to rank and outward ſhew. 1 was only + 
an idolatreſs of that vanity which beau- 4 
ty and merit inſpire; with ſome kind- 
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myſelf ada by the perſon for 2884 
| had an affection. TE _ 


a lively remembrance of the afftont, 
1 which, as I thought, Bloſſae had put 
upon me: nor did I ſo loudly. proclaim, 


il 251 ſaid before, my intention O 1 a 


nun, but only to try whether the 
my deſign would rouſe him to prevent 
But I heard nothing of him; and 


Some few ant my father 


to me, whether I really perſiſted in my 


And this yanity made me ill aa | 


in ang time the day, appointed for 
n . af de me, grew 
andi H Ae 4 Sd 1dr l 


came to ſee me, and putting the queſtion 


reſolution to take the veil, only, my tears 
made/anſyer for me. By that he under 
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not permit me to emb 


Vas to be ſpeedily conclude 
: kept private from the Kilbw ledge ef my 


ſtood mote chan 1 durſt et him know. 


He told me, he was glad 1 had not fo 
much zeal), as others would perſuade him 


for a condition which he ould 


ace; he having 
reſolved to marry me to a gentleman 


| whom he had made choice of for me. He 
Farther ac « 


ed; that the match: was ſuitable 
to the condition of his affairs, and that he 


was come to talle with me about'it : he 
aid not name the-huſband hor he had 
deſigned me; only he told me in g ne 
ral, en he was a Om wich v n 


ould live ha ” Var 
of 4 $008 eſtute; but ther the buſine 


mother: for that een eee 
75 never 


ed, and to be 
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never ſo advantageous, ſhe wou¹te op. 
poſe my marriage, baving ſuch an-aver- 
fon as ſhe had for my advancement, and 
He told me moreover, that to make ſure 
work, he had deſigned to take me from 
the convent- dy foree; and gave me an 
account what breaſufeh: he had eee 
for that purpoſ e.. 
I had not Ae e to n 
ther's deſign, but that I imagined, at the 
ſame time, that the huſband he had pro- 
vided for me might be Bloſſac himſelf. 
I had alſo ſome remnants of remantiekx 
notions in my head, which made me be- x 
lieve that Bloſſac had an intention to 
make a knight-errant wedding of it; by 
ſome pleaſing ſurpriſe, which would be 
„ 
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ſo much the more agreeable to my hu- 
mour. 1 aſked my father, therefore, 
whether he was not the man?; And the 
manner of my father's refuſal to explain 
himſelf, ſerved to perſuade me that it 
could be no other than Bloſſac. I was 
ſo wrapt up with a belief of this fancy, 
that] durft not preſs my father any far- 
ther, for fear of finding myſelf deceiyv- 
ed; ſo that I only told him I ſhould be 
ready 1 to obey him in every thing. Thus, 
while. my mother was preparing for me a 
religious veil, my father was providing 
for me nuptial ſnheets: a thing perhaps 
which never happened before, that two | 
ſuch. different ceremonies ſhould be pre- 
paring at the ſame time for the ſame 
6 erſon. ny | 
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Some days after this diſcourſe with 
my father, he returned to the convent, 


bringing my mother with him: and then 


it was that he deſired her to let him 
take me out from the company, that he 
might have the conſolation of taking his 
fare wel of me, ſince he was after that 
ta reſign me wholly to God and the bleſf. 

ed Virgin, My mother conſented ; and 
then my father taking me by the hand, 
while my mother was talking with the 


nuns, led me into the court. At the 


ſame time three ſturdy fellows came to 
us, and taking me up in their arms car- 


into a coach drawn by ſix horſes, in 


which was a lady whom I had never ſeen 


before. Preſentiy the coachman drove 


away, 
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Lend and 1 was out oF: f Gght in an in- 
yt father returned in a — haſte 
to the ſpeaking- room, and with an air 
and fury told my mother a 
plauſible tory, ſuch as his invention 
had ſupplied him with, and then pre- 
tending great eagerneſs to purſue the 
Aviſhers, he flew to his own coach, 
teaving” my mother half amazed, and 
the convent in fuch confuſion as might 
well be the effect of ſo fright and un- 
expected an accident. Ti 

My morker, who fuſpected not my fa- 
ther in the” leaſt, acruſed Bloſſac to be 
the contriver and author of all, and 
declared ſhe would F fours” no colt, till 
9 8255 21 2 1 175 die | 
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to order bis coachman to drive a different : 
way to that Which he knew. I was gone; 
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and having thoroughly tired his horſes, 
he ſent him back 59 my mother, and ade 
him tell her, that he was going to take 1 
poſt in purſuit of me, accotding to ſum 
directions as he.had recgiyed. from the | 


try people . id Ja eic let Ane 5 
In the mean lime the coach, wherein | 


was, never ſtopped till it was almoſt 1 
night, when we.cameto.a place which, 1. | 
was alrogather -unacquainted. With, and - 
where, My: father met, d about: * 
| after are ival,, p 25 tf trons: nis 25 e rn 
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. that bore. me company.” Ware anſw-er 


was a friend of 
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s fired to keep me company y Ru klar e 
HY three men were hofeſ 
5 faithful ſervants of his; that be would 
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As for ny own part, during the ni 
Journey, I could not find out for my 
life who the lady nor the three men were 


to all my queſtions was, ht Tuat my tie 
bees dach . ns 


- fellows,” and 


not leave me till he had deliver ma 
bo fafe i into the hands of my. huſband, who Foe 
lived at a certain place, which he named, WM our 
and here his effate lay! All this while I acc 
theſe ſtories did nothing correſpond with wit 
my imagination that the huſband might WM was 


be Bloſſac. 80 that now beginning to 
find 
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fd Fi was mitten 1 conjured my fan - 
ther to have pity upon me, and not to 


ſacrifice me to a perſon for whom per- 


haps I might not have the leaſt inclina- 
tion: but he bid me have patience, 'and 
all would be well. Thus we continued 
our journey, and much ado I had to re- 
ſiſt the inquietude that aroſe in my 
thoughts; though I did not altogether 

deſpair of finding ſuch a perſon in my 


huſband, whoſe A te —_ 


make me forget Bloſſac. . 
In the mean time 1 e / ibn 
. our journey, that one of the men chat 
accompanied us frequently viewed me 
with an inquiſitive eye; and beſides, 
was very officious to pleaſe me. Ne- 
vertheleſs, it never came into my mind | 
Vor. I. HUT 
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ſo moch as to gueſs that he was the per- 
ſon deſigned to be my huſband: how- 
ever, he was: the man: and when we 


were come within half a day's journey 


from the village, whither we were tra- 


velling, he left us, without diſcovering 
| who he was. So ſoon as he was gone, 
my father aſked me, what I thought of 
him? and whether he was not a handſome 
gentleman ? Theſe queſtions he put to me 


after ſuch a manner, that I plainly ſaw 


| what was intended by them, | However, "I 


I made him no reply, for fear my an- 
ſwer ſhould not pleaſe him. 1 know 
not whether he found by me, that 1 had 


no great inclination to the perſon of the ; 


man; however, after he had acknow- 
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gentleman. 2 5 
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—. 


provided for m , he told me, be had 
only left us to return again and meet us | 


in an equipage more becoming his, qua- 


5 lity. How are poor girls to be pitied, 
when their parents ſeek only their own 


intereſt in the preferment « of their chil- 
dren !, I vin now then mention the rea- 
ſons why, my. Ange fo ſacrificed me to this 
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He was the ſon of a eee 1 | 


the parliament of this” province, | who „ 
not having any inclination to the law, ; 
: had purchaſed | a lordſhip, with an in- 


tention to get ĩt erected into 2 marqui- 


ſate. f This being ſomewhat difficult 
to obtain, he had recou rſe to. my father, - ö 
who, had formerly been his father's inti- 5 


mate friend, and who by. bis credit at 
D 2 
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court! procuredy what he defired. His n 


was alſo very conſiderable, and there⸗ 
fore he was doubtleſs an advantageous | 
mach for a girl who had no portion. 95 

There was yet another reaſon of grea- 
ter importance | that preſſed my father to 
| marry me; for this gentleman, after he | 
came to his eſtate, had lent my father a 


conſiderable ſum of money, and he had 


© rdered the bulineſß, that my mar- 
riage was” to extinguiſh the debt. It 
is true, my father did not belt me all 
this; at firſt he only told me that he 
| was utterly ruined if I did not comply | 
with his defires : : but when he heard 1 me 4 


conjure him not to precipirate i my mar- 
riage, he thought! it behoved him to tell 


me e the whole" truth, with this Farther 


circ um- ; 


yy ps oo ma 
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IM 


4 circumſtance, that my mother knew no- 
4 5 ching of the debt, and that, there would 


* be no pacifying her A5 ever it came to 5 
nr Re” EE ; 
5 I did not complain ü to. my 1 2 
—_ | Fe by my marriage to repair che 1 
o decays of his eſtate; but 1 could not 

E forbear telling him that 1 was. forry he 

1 = BK did not let me ſooner know. the reaſons 

a WM that induced him to marry we, for that 

. 1 Was perſuaded, | if he would have 

It . = beſtowed me upon the marquiſs of Bloſ- : 


— | fac, he would have been. as generous to 


8 - have engaged the payment of the debt 

ly upon the ſame condition. 9 this my 

bh father ſmiled, and-embracing me, My 

"i dear child,“ ſaid he, * thou doſt R 
1 < underſtand the world: e live not in 1 | | 
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ow an age Where perſons of eftates pay = 
« ſo dear for their wives,” e RNS 
* replied, that he was not acquainted 


with Bloſſac's diſpoſition, and that if he 


pleaſed to make him the propoſal of 
marrying me upon the ſame conditions 


that he had done to the other, 1 made 


no queſtion but War” he ge accept 
them. 5 
I gave this RN of Wc be- 
cCuauſe J loved him; and not being able 
to ſtie the affection J had for him, 1 


endeavoured to perſuade myſelf, that the 


— 
3 Fi 1 : - 3 * þ W ; : 
> 7% Þ e WI 1 . 5 5 f 4 


good qualities which I conceited in him, 


rendered him a perſon worthy of my 4 
love: and judging of his ſentiments by /] 
my own, I imagined he would never re- 


fuſe to obtain x me at any rate e 
Thus 


* 
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Thus I forgot ehe contempt of which 1 
had till then accuſed” him: and 1 had 
ſtill the vanity to flatter myſelf that he 
ber never have patiently endured m 
being married to another, had he been 
informed of my deſtiny. | Upon this, 1 | 
deſired. my father to let me write to him, ; 
and to put off the wedding till I receiv- 
ed his anſwer. But my father told me, 
1 was a fool to imagine that a man from : | 
whom I had not heard in ſo long a time, | 
would impair his eſtate to purcliaſe a bed- 
fellow. Yer {till ſuch were the vain hopes, 


wherewith I was wont to flatter myſelf in 


the ſucceeding courſe of my life: for 
always had a good opinion of thoſe . 
that F a regu for me. 
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In the mean time my ingended. at 
band met us with A magnificent © train; 


poeated to me quite another man than 


What he ſeemed to be upon the road. 

80 that after I had for ſome time earneſt- 
| ly viewed and conſidered him, I felt no 
- Farther reluctancy to give him my hand; 


and therefore, making a virtue of. neceſ- | 


fir, I reſolved to make. the beſt of 77 
ä fortune. 5 e Neo 


We ſtaid no Weis in the: town 3 


ve. arrived, than to get all things 


ready for the nuptial ceremonies: dur- 


ing which time I was viſited by all the 
neighbourhood; and as my father was 


with me, nobody ever imagined that I 


had 
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had PP hurried away in a coach and : 
; fix horſes to A ſtolen wedding. „ 
80 ſoon as the indiſſoluble 138 e 5 
tied, we went to my. huſband's ſeat, where 
my father left me, having all the rea- 
: ſon 1 in the world. to, believe that be had 
diſpoſed. of me in a moſt advantageous. 
manner. He had before his depar- 
ture written to my mother, that he. 
had met with my raviſher, and had 
forced him to marry me: that 1 had 
been more fortunate than prudent. for 
that J had ſuffered myſelf to be forced | ; 
from the convent by a perſon of a great 8 
eſtate, and of no mean birth. 5 by OL 
| My father was deſirous that 1 Would bz 
approve. is writing to my mother after 
that manner 3 and that my. being forced 
: D 8. „ from 
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. the cunnery/ ſhould be chought 2 
contrivance of my own. | And this was 
another blot upon my repuration, and 
of which 1 too plainly foreſaw the con- 
ſequences : i for nobody, that ſaw my 
father 5 letter, queſtioned the truth of 


| my having been ſtolen by force; and 


they now as little doubted that it was 

my contrivance, becauſe they were ig- 
norant that I was akogether a ſtranger 
ro my huſband. at that time: belices, 
my former inclination for Bloſſac, ſo 
well known, rendered all that my fa- 
| ther had written 00 probable to be de- 
nied; nor was K any wonder chat 1 
mould have ſo much ſagacity at ſdxteen 
years. of age, to manage a nuptial a- 
mour, a8 it was the only remedy], had to 
5 Pre vent 


ys 
I 
* 1 


3 
3 


deſerved it, I had all the honour, or ra- 
ther all the ſhame of this intrigue: my 


of the matter of fact, vas ſo remote from 
2 wut, Goel ſhould have denied. it, had 
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Thus it fell © out, es thaugh-Þ-iewas 
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thought nor ſpake ſo well af my pru - 
dence and canduct. The ſtory of my 
being taken by force out of the nun- 


nery, was the diſcourſe of all Paris for 
2 long time, and every bady told it after 


a different manner. The idea that all 

perſons had of my wit and contriyance ; 
for the carrying. on of an amorols in- 
trigne, ſheltered. my father from haxing 


any hand in it. But the relation itſelf, 


8. heard 
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"© Keard it; fob: rn no diſguiſe - 
which, it was faid, I did not put on to 
Kacilitate my eſcape out of the cloiſter ; | 
inſomuch, that I was ſtrangely ſurpriſed 
to find, that a certain author, in a book, 
wherein he has the goodneſs to name me, 
ſhould preſume to aver, that I was dif 
_ guiſe in man's apparel, and that 1 
made my efcape im a gardener's. cloaths: 3 
X Fhus, if there be but the leaſt founda- FE 
| tion for ſlander, ſome people believe 
themſelves fully authoriſed: to- publiſh 
whatever malice: dares invent. And. L I 
am aſſured, that many of the Ecxndalous 4 
ttories which are every day made upon per- 
ſons of my ſex are only the effect of this 
| malignity. But it is too early yet to 
m ke en, 1 have m a : 


being ſo young as I was, 1 could have _ 
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adventures to recount, wherein the res- 5 

der will find that. 1anger has, a8 little 

ſpared me, though. na more gviley than. 

I was in this tranſaction. rb 10 
One of the firſt, to whom the fon 

of my being. forced from the convent; 


moſt malicious circumſtances that pub- 


lic reports. could.imbelliſh i it withal, Was 5 
Bloſſac; which when he had. hi 


he ſeemed to repent. his refuſing to meer | 
me at the time and place | appointed, 


For he had no other reaſons to forbear 


ſeeing n , than the noiſe. which. our let: 
ters had . 5 and not believing, that ; 


diſcretion, and conduct enough to. make 
ule 6 of the. means s and oppottunities 


that 
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our private meetings, he reſolved * to 


ſtay til 1 had more judgment. And 
beſides, he was not well ſatisfied with 


me, becauſe he ſtill believed it was I 


| who had informed the abbeſs of our as 


mour : 2 at leaſt, it was this that he told 


me i in excuſe of himſelf. For my part, 
I am perſuaded, by what happened af- 
terwards, that from the time of thoſe 


reports, he ceaſed to love me, and that 


bis flame did not rekindle, till the noiſe 


of wy being Forced from the convent 


gave him to underſtand, that 1 vas not 
10 moch A child as be had taken n me to 


e 
an ber it was, 3 35 dares 


Wert wineries to a perſon much be. 


err S to favour 
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vince where my reſidence was, becauſe 
his grandfather had been governor of 
it, and for that the gentry of the coun- 


| | ft 
low wi? in \ quality, and inferior to bier ; : 
in eſtate, he teſolved do Bad me our, not IE. {i 
able to forget in What a paſſionate man- — 
ner formerl y was wont to breathe int > nl 
his amorous breaſt my vows and reſolu- 8 
tions to be always Bis. Nor as ir = 
vnuſal thing for him 10 1 viſit the =— | 


try had! a a great value and reſpet for his 
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recovery of my affection, 1 was 


1 X - Bloſſic » was s the 


| wholly taken up with the care of pleaſ 


ing. my. huſband. Methought 25 loved 


nobody but him; though in truth 3 
. could make daily diſcoveries, as well i in 
his diſpoſition as in his perſon, of thoſe 
defects which i in ſome meaſure ſtaggered 


my inclination. He was a man natu- 


rally given to debauchery, and one who 
preferred wine and good chear before all 


other pleaſures. He would be frequent- 
ly intoxicated with liquor; and in that: 


condition he was very offenſive and dif. 
| obliging in his language. He would: 


K 


read 
appli 


bringing him a port 
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ion, 1 had been the 
cauſe of e him part with ſome 
of his choiceſt acres : and ee reproact 
he would uſually ly 


lick. All e blamed e and took 
my part at thoſe times; but it aac no. 
ee in him. enn 1 _ 


1 We. life in the country very retired 


. having only the ſociety of one gentle- 
man that lived in the neighbourhood, a 


perſon of wit and learning. This was 
Mr. de Balſac: he brought me to love 
| and ſtudy 3 and by his advice 1 
applied myſelf to read more ſolid and 

| 5 | ſubſtantial 


be often vpbeniding me, that inſtead of 
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diverſion and an improvem 
cured mo much honour in the province; 
o that I became an umpireſs among the 
Wits, and judge of their works. Ne- 
cebying ſo many verſes every day as' 1 
dd, ir may welt de thought tha 
were ſent me compoſed in my Praiſes, | 
and among them, to ſay the truth, there 
were fome-wits that made love t0 me in 
chat manner. But I received nothing from 
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ſubſtantial authors than any 1 had hi- 
therto known i I found myſelf alſo well 
inclined to learn the languages, and to 
write with more exactneſs than the ge- | 
erglity of women. This was both a 
nt, and pro- 


they 


their hands with which. I did not make 


my huſband acquainted; nor did I per- 
eelve that he had any inclination to jea- 


GS mm | | 
* „ 0 £ ' | 
% * * = 3 2.4 3 . ' . 
r * 8 * XY . I : 5 
N 
. £ 
* 


COUNTESS aol. 


— 


67 
louſy. But 1 did not long enjoy this 


had made 4 Seat deal of noiſe. This 


moreover 
we, a coneeit 


eee 


I muſt certain ann ern an. bret 
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Nor was it long © 
whom it was that * ſon to be 
jealous. Bloſhe, © was come” into the 


preſently theycame A to ene 
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before 1 was twelve years of age I had 
written amorous letters to Bloſſae, which 
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aſcious of his ill olige el : 


province wich ſome of his friends ; and 
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17 


it is impoſſible to expreſs what a ſtran 
ene I was; ſeized with. when |, de⸗ 
er once with been to 


: dds they were | 
* Qoings(Blofke1 Xterous ene 
from his friends, and having found a 
0 to ſpeak to me in private, be gave 
me to underſtand, in the moſt tender 
ns, that he had always loved 
me, and that I could not in juſtice, de- 
n him 14 a bows which I bad: for- 
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n : 8 x g 


much power left as to 


ver to think net, me, at leaſt, 


75 
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"RO: viſits. Nor 
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he found us; but he diſſembled it, and 


all the reſt of the day demeaped himſelf 


with great civilit 
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: bubendz but all the time we ui 
ting together, he would till be telling 


man that ever Spot beheld” z his Aife 
thinks? 
en Weds 


jeſt, my huſband _ no offence at it. 
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er thoſe who accom panied Bloſfac; 208 
:  refembled very much the young ſparks 
of the times: he was inconſiderate, and 


ve do . 4" women 2 diſere- 


£ 'T had « once a 


W "03; 


mour to pleaſe himſelf on 


him, that I was the moſt 


er but that T beta 
However, becauſe 
what Sauveboeuf prattled was only in 


2 


3 
ſeen 
reme 
Bloſ 
dent 
hties 
firou 
Ous o 
theret 
me in 
the ar. 
Aft 
huſbar 
upon þ 
with w 
fac, an 


Sauveb 


80 that Gen T law that tay * 1 
; 
ſeemed fo well to underſtand ralltery,” al 


remove that jealouſy which he had of ; 
| Bloffac, I refolved, though very impru- | 


dently, to beſtow the main of my civic 
lities upon Sauveboevf, and ſeem de- 
firous to Penis __” Whereln 1 did 


ous of it; my nul 


thereby confirmed; —— wir 


me in earneſt; and all three took me r 
the arranteſt coquet in nature. bs 68 
After our company had left us, * 
huſband no longer put ay conſtraint , 
upon himſelf, but t began to reproach me 
with what I had formerly done for Bloſ- 


fac, and with what T had now done for 
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the 
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© the. dupe. of my amours, . and. that 1 F = 
: ſhould never ſtir out of the caſtle, +: 
Some days after he made a ſhew_ of f 
having intercepted ane of Bloſſac's letters, [ = 
Which he ſaid. confirmed his ſuſpicions. w 
He had been ſo cunningly malicious. as Jo 
to compoſe the - letter himſelf: but I mj 

5 knew not what to. think of it; for in- Ble 
deed, r otwithſtanding the injunction 55 1 
had laid upon Bloſſac not to write to me, 8 

I was afraid leſt he might have. ventur- 2 
ed a letter; and 1 found . in a 


1 ſtrange dilemma. e 
1 bk And here 1 will aver it wi the. fame 
neeriry with which I Purpoſe ro write 
ttheſe memoirs, that it was not ſo ch 
„ what che jealouſy of my huſband cauſ- 
An me to fear, ihat buſied moſt of my 
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— . ſenfible;/a ah W had 5 
then got the maſtery of my heart. 1 


loved by 


my huſpand's reſentment. I pardoned 
Bloſſac alſo for his imprudence in writ- ; 
| ing to me; and laſtly, whatever ſeemed” . 
to aſſure me of his fidelity; made a: 
deeper impreſſion upon me, than all the . 
dangers to which he expoſed. me. Ne- ; 


vertheleſs, 1 will. ſay thus much more 
with the ſame ſincerity, that I had no 


deſign, in all this, contrary to my duty: 
I was alſo prepared: to ſuffer whatever 
my huſband ſhould inflict upon me; 
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nor 4 I ute for iy eber h ppi 


ſeeret pleaſure of loving another, with 


than to obſerve a blind obedience * 
kumour, and to foſter in my heart the 


ſo much the more fidelity; becauſe 1 
was reſolved to yield nothing to my paſ- 


fon. What un example of virtue ſhould 5 


1 have bech, had I had a huſband en- 
dued with a greater ſhare of prudence ! 


But he ſpared me ſo little, and took fo 


much pains to leſſen me in every body's 
opinion, that vexation and deſpite madt 


me loſe fornething of the delicacy of 


my ſentiments. I was firmly perſuaded 


that I might ſeek a means to ſecure my 
repoſe, - provided 1 did nothing that 


could bring reptoach upon my actions. 


COUNTESS DANOIsS. 73 ; 
My monly behaviour towards me, 
gave occalion to all the reports "4 
were ſpread abroad at that time: it was 
believed he did not uſe me fo without 
during the viſit which Bloffac paid me, 
my huſband had ſurpriſed me in the very. 
. act of diſhonouring him. 
2! My huſband gave countenance to this 


o ſcandal, and treated me as if Thad been 


guiky. The ill uſage 1 daily received 
from his hands, and the fear of fm 
greater rigour, made me ſtudy the moſt 
ſpeedy way to free myſelf out of his 
hands. To thiat purpoſe, one of my 
women and myſelf, diſguiſed ourſelves 
in the habits of country girls, and walk- 
ed out in the dufk of the evening to a 
| E 2 place 
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place where a ſervant, who fidelity 1 | 
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had gained by reward, _ for us with T 4 

horſes. 0 5 N e : 
de had 2 all e we came | 2 
the next morning to a convent, the. ab- * 
beſs of which had promyledo me ſanc- . 
| 1 Fo 80 ſoon as we ! chars: 1 wrote _ 
| 18 Cp huſband, complaining of the ſe- 1 
A hon 

4 verity, which had conſtrained me to Au 
1 Ha» 0 betake myſelf to flight: and to my fa- bi: 
„ ther, to inform him of the reaſons, why 5 
I left my huſband. I beſought | both the het 
| I one and the other to examine, without fan 
ww paſſion, whether 1 deſerved ſuch uſage. . 
| My affection alſo tempted me to write py 
to Bloſſac ; but 1 had ſtrength enough ES: 

to reſiſt that temptation, fearing leſt my ” 
letter Wa 


| letter might be intercepted, and pro- 
; daced as a teſtimony to prove me guilty 
at a time when it ſo much concerned me 


counTzss Pants. 4 


to appear innocent. 

My huſband made me no return: but 
my father ſent me word, that I had done 
ill to leave him z that he would write to 
him i in order to engage him to take me 5 


home again; and that he would not fail | 


to be ſpeedily with me, and be a means. 
to return me reconciled i into his hands. 


How eaſy is it for people who behold 


the misfortunes of others only at a di- . 

ſtance, to take that courſe which then 

my father took I I was ſo ill ſatisfied 

with -his letter, that 1 wrote him an 

anſwer, that I wouid rather die than 

return to my huſband, who being the 
E 3 PE OE firſt 
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farſt to accuſe me of a crime which he 


well knew! was innocent of, had thereby 


acquired a right to miſuſe me whenever 


he pleaſed. 

My father to appeaſe me, and at the 
fame time to convince me that I was in 
the wrong, fent me a letter which my 
huſband had written to him, wherein he 
only complained of my little affection 


for him, without mentioning a word of 


| thoſe jealouſies and ſuſpicions which he 
had manifeſted to me: proteſting, on 


the other ſide, that he had always ador- . 


ed me, and ſwearing that he would ſpare 
for nothing to make me forget the cauſes 
which he might have gi ven me to com- 
plain of him. 


VVV 
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My father was: moved with the ten- 
derneſs that appeared in that letters and 


at firſt L was ſoftened with it My ſelf ; fo 


band to have lived happily with me, 


had he been ſo inclined: but at length, 


upon a review of his letter, 1 perceived 
the- ſpiric of ict and 1 ſaw. well chat his 
fofweſs. was anly an artifice to farpriſe | 
me; and this confirmed me more than 
ever in my reſolution never to return. i 
home again... nin on” 8 
Al this while my reputation. was . 


a attacked: and then 1 began to 


underſtand, that of all the reſolutions 
that a woman, whether guilty or inno- 
cent, can take, the worſt i is g leave her 

E 4” __ huſband's 5 
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| huſband's houſe. Tet after all, ho 
Prejudicial ſoever this reſolution was to 
I 


my reputation, it ſeemed neceſſary for 
my repoſe, and I was of opinion that 
my quiet ought to be more dear to me 
than my honour. Doubtleſs this was 
an illuſion ; for the one cannot be loſt 
without the other; and ari honeſt wo- 
_ man muſt never hope. for repoſe, Who 
1 1 neglects the care of her honour. | Such 
are the extremities to which the ex, are 
a reduced by matrimony. What woman 
therefore would engage in it, did the 
but conſider, that there is no otkefire- 
medy for an unfortunate woman but to 
endure, without daring to complain of 
her ſufferings, or ſeek the means to 


avoid them Xx It is true, when I married, 
| „ 1 did 
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I did not apprehend it was my duty to 


render myſelf unhappy, I only made it 
my endeavour to ſet myſelf. at liberty 
and I may alſo ſay, that the leſs ground 
I ſaw for the reports. that were ſpread 
abroad againſt my honour, the more 


courage, and the greater reſolution I. 
had to contemn them : but I muſt alſo 2, 


confeſs, that the more I was perſuaded 
that people had an ill opinion of. me, 
the more I accuſtomed myſelf. to ſlight 
the probabilities. that might confirm it: 


"uy only care was to preſerve. myſelf in- 
nocent: that was all the virtue and me- 


rit which 1 propoſed to myſelf... Neither 


did my delicacy aim ſo far as to appear 
exactly what I was: whether it was that 


3 deſpired of fuceeſs, or that the love 
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of my repoſe made that niceneſs ſeem to 


me unneeeflary I am not certainly ſure; 


but this I can aver, that it was the ob- 
ſtinacy of people to defame me which 


fixed me in that diſpoſition of mind. I 
ſincerely wiſh, however, that every wo- 


man under the ſame circumſtances, may 
not follow my example, if ſhe can EO 
fibly: avoid i ie. 3 


But to let my father 49 0 that my buC 


band's letter was full of artifice, Lene 
him ar account of his ſevere uſage and i 
menaces with which he continually. wor- 
ried me, and put me into hourly 
frights ; and conjured him not to over- 
whelm me with deſpair, by obliging 
me to live with him again. I muſt con- 
 teſs that my: huſband's ill WW” of me 


2 $ | Was 


7 


ton, pro 
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was not ſufficient to authoriſe a ſepara- 
tion; but it was too terrible for me to 


endure. I tremble every time 1 WOE. 


upon it, that he ſhould threaten to 
me locked up in the caſtle; and it raiſes 
my indignation when 1 call to mind the 
injurious me beer nch 
he continually rang in my ears. Mor 
than this, 1 did not Believe that a wo- 
man was bound to ſtay till extremities. 
forced her to be ſeparated from her huſ- 
band; nor did I much regard whether 
the law or my parents made*the ow 
vided we might be parted, 
In the mean time I underſtood that 


my father, inſtead of returning an an- 


. to et . | letter, was 1 o 
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e me beck: into my huſband's "ne = 3 
beton. RY Ss „ 1 

On the ait ade, my . 8 3 
was afraid of nothing more than that! F th; 
| ſhould return te Paris and; put her to w 7 13 
| by es, wrote me troubleſome letters, 1 ed 
| wherein ſhe gave me ſuch leſſons, which [| fri 
1 I much queſtion whether ſhe would have dre 


eee | os: had ſhe been in my HF _m 


| 50 VC 
= This made me t "I in; wi ich his 
| | = I had inen at firſt; but which, af. 
＋ | | ter all, was that which flattered/me moſt, wo 
f 3 TT: and of. which the very thought. afford 
it 1 ; me. conſolation in the midſt of my 
[ 4 : . troubles and alfliction. I wrote to Bloſ- 
1 2 £ "fac, and gave him an account of my 
lf ; 1 8 condition, deſiring his advice and aſ- 
MB dance 
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1 could not in prud 


conſidering 
under. 710 1 1920 
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ſiſtance. However, becauſe. I was ſtill 


afraid leſt my letters ſnould be x inter- 
cepted, I let nothing fall from my pen 


that might give him the leaſt hint that 
J had ſtill a paſſion for him; I only ſeem- 
ed to repair to him, as to a general 


dreſs myſelf; but this precaution quite 

5 ruined me in the good opinion of N Bloſ- 
ſac, or rather ſerved as a pretence for 
his inconſtancy. For certain it was; 
that if he had always loved me, he 
would nne dave: nen ge me 


Sig becauſe. At ks well W 
dence write otherwiſe, 95 


ale eircumſtances 1 was 
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dee ne already mentioned that hewas end 
| Si of my eivilities to Sauveboeuf. nere 
This jealouſy was ſtrengthened by tile . 2 © 
many reports which my huſband had dero 
ſpread about to my diſgrace: for in worl 
all com panies where he took pains to and 
diſnonour me, Sauveboeuf 's name was Ihe f 
not forgotten; and the very naming of inful 
a perſon who was famed for his gallan- perfi 
tries, was enough to render che calum- that 
e e dee ee e done 
Bloſſac, not finding in FIG lerer; wy 1. 
8 co tenderneſs of expreſſions, be- | being 
| nueved me another woman; and that he cc 
#9 it was not ont: of inclination or pre- | grati 
WE  — ference. that I addreſſed myſe 9 ber: 
dim, but from mere neceſſity; = 
| | | that he was neither a lover that had - 
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neroſity to ſerve. me. He returned mi 
an anſwer the flatteſt, the moſt prepoſ- 


terous, and the moſt offenſive in the 


world, reproaching me with ill conduct, 
and a propenſity to coquetry. Alas“ 
he forgot that it was himſelf who had 
infuſed that propenſity 1 into me wand 'ENY 
perfidiouſneſs went ſo far, as to make 


that criminal in me which 1 ws * 
done for Rise. ol Das t 
I read over his letters ſeveral times, not- 


being able to perſuade myſelf that ever 
he could have been capable of ſo much in- 
gratitude as to write to me in that man- 


| ner: but being fully at lengeh/convine-" 


have any longer: the kaft eſteem for hin 
I was 


„ 
nde nor a friend that had the ge- 
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5 was e that I ſhould be 8 
before I underſtood it; and I repented 
that I had not taken a reſolution to de- 
ſpiſe him from the very time that he re- 
fuſed to give me the meeting already ſpo- 
ken of. This ſpeedy change in my heart 
with reſpect to Bloſſac, convinced me 
that there is not any woman ſenſible of 
her honour, who dis a proof againſt ſome 
certain injuries. From that time forward 8 


I could. never endure either to ſee or have 


any value for him. All that 1 could eo, 

in conſideration of the ſentimen ts which 

he had inſpired into me, was only ne- 
ver to name him. I know not whether 
all women will approve this ſpeedy re- 
ſolution of mine to forget him ; but] 


can hardly believe there is any woman 


1 — 
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ſo low ſpirited as to condinawitier! affec- 
tion to a man that ſhould forſake her in 
neceſſity, and under à flight pretence, 


when unfortunate only for his fake. We 
may pardon inconſtancy, fanta 


cal hu- 
mour, and even injuries themſelves, when 
they proceed not from a baſe and inte- 
reſted heart; but I cannot believe it 

other than à crime to love a man Wh 


ſuffers a woman whom he has loved, and 
who craves: 2 hi is afliſtance, | to become a 

prey to her enemies] Bloſſac ought to 
| have ſerved me without heſitation and 
that ſervice done, he might have choſen 


whether he would have loved me or not. 


And therefore, in my opinion, I did no 
more khan what any rational woman 


$f 
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would have done, i in facing him our ple 
of my heart. a; os $ -my 
So ſoon This PINTO remen- 
tioned letter, and found that it had cauſed | "28 
ſa ſudden a change in my affection, all cau 
things 1 thought began to lack with as | frait 
new face. I did not think my huſband's || had 
behaviour fo hateful as it ſeemed to be: | had 
I blamed myſelf for having left him; cont 
and I expected the arrival of my father F 
wich as much impatience, as fear of ſee. 
ing him before. I found no reluctaneß me ſ 
to ſubmit to what he had propounded to of m 
me; and I looked upon the misfortunes at the 
which I had ſo much dreaded, to be no 
e ee che ett: e e cons}. 9% 
By which we may ſee, that. love is of 

that power which gives what tincture it 
| pleaſes 


COUNTESS D'ANOIS gs 


pleaſes to things; and that when a wo- 
man ceaſes to have a paſſion for another 
man beſides her huſband, ſhe has cou- 


rage enough, either not to magnify the: 
cauſes of her fear, or elſe not to be a- 


fraid at all. How happy had 1 


had I conſidered theſe things ſooner, and 
had always remembered them during the 


continued courſe of my life! 


How great a power did. my „en : 
believe he had over me when he beheld 


me ſo ſubmiſſive to whatever he required. 


of me! However, he could not gueſs. 


at the ata that rendered me ſo 1 


ble. He aſcribed my. docility to my | 
ovn good-nature and his. paternal au- 


thority z and he had ſuch an eſteem and: 
fr iendſhip ſor me, that he ſwore, if ever 
73 | my: 
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my huſband gave me any juſt cauſe to 


complain of bim, he would come him- 
{elf to deliver me out of his hands, and 
force him by dint of ſword to do me 


| juſtice, © told my father, that 1 hoped 
there would be no cauſe for any fuch 


- extremities, ſeeing that I ſhould ſo de- 


mean myſelf towards my huſband, that 
he himſelf would do me juſtice, and re- 
pair the injuries he had done me. My 
father, as he was about to leave me, 


aſked me whether he ſhould bring my 
huſband along with him the next day. 


| made anſwer that he could not bring 
- kim too ſoon; and that if he were in 
any place near at hand, it would be a 
kindneſs to let me ſee him preſently. 


| Immediately” my father went to him, 
„ 
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1 it ſeems they came e and . 
within half an hour after, my father re- 
turned and · brought my huſband along 
with him. I muſt confeſs that his man- 
ner of accoſting me excited my pity: 
and it was the firſt time I thought 1 
could perceive that he loved me. Till 
N then my eyes had been bewitched, ſo 
ſtrangely was I prepoſſeſſed with my af- 


fection for Bloſſac; and I was ſenſible 


of what I had never yet been ſenſible in 
his favour. And all this, wanting words, 


we could only expreſs by our careſſes 


and our tears.” My father, not doubt - 
ing but that the reconciliation was | 
ſincere on both ſides, made a long di- 


courſe upon the obligations that requir- 


ed him to love me, laying all the wrong 


| upon 
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| upon him; ſo wel had 1 nn him nE 
I that I was free from all fault, Te 
I ett the abbey; and two days after | 
ve drove directly to my huſband's caſtle. ſom 
All people wondered that 1 had fo eafily | ban, 
reconciled myſelf to this return, but | nd 
nobody knew the true reaſon- I then || mad 
| thought myſelf happy, and was in hopes, 
*n that by a blameleſs behaviour and a ſin- 
| ere affection for my huſband, I ſhould. 
wean him from his Mee to 
which I aſcribed his irregularities and 
* capricious humours. e | 
But I foreſaw not a new misfortune 
ö ttcat threatened me; and that I was near 
a precipice of more pernicious extremi- 
nises chan theſe from which I had ſo late- 
| v „ \ 
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leave us till he had perfectly 


made uſe of for women of « 
the province where we lived. Scarce 
had we rode three leagues, but we ſaw 
pon 2 full (peed, As they | 
came near, they drew their ſwords'y 


; 4 


1 


My father, ho would by no means 


1 * 7 


us, kept us company, reſolving 10.ſpend 
ſome time at the caſtle, He and my huſ- 
band one day were both on horſeback, 4 


and I in a litter the uſual carriage 


u: lity. in 


wards us u 


which plainly indicating their deſign was 
upon us, all our attendants ran away. 
My father and my huſband made ſome 


reſiſtance at firſt, but being over · num · 


bered, were forced to yield, and the lit - 
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Sauveboeuf, till he made me a compli. 
ment, and told me, that he eſteemed 


father, who had got looſe, 1 know hot 


came riding up with his ſword in his 
hand, and threatened to kill me. Upon 


1 


ter was conſtrained to betum the ſame 3 
v it came. J ͤͥ £00k a4 VR. 7 

For my own pen, 1 v in ſuch a 
conſternation, and fear had ſo diſorder- 
ed my ſenſes, that I never perceived 


himſelf moſt happy in coming fo ſeaſon- 
_ ably to reſcue me from the violence of 
my huſband, I was about to undeceive 
Sauveboeuf, and let him know, that my 
| huſband and I were reconciled, when my 


how; from thoſe who had ſtopped him, 


which Sauveboeuf, not believing it ſafe 


to truſt me in ſuch rude hands, carried me 
id away 


couNr ESS D'ANORS, 


? : — 


e e e. all chat 


19218 Bros 
Thus 125 as moſt . 
dent, I found myſelf torn . from the! 
hands of my huſband; at à time wien 1 
I began 10 lobe him and Iiberame at i" 
the ſame time an innocent occaſionl of! q 
new ſtories and freſh calamities, «© che 
prejudice of my reputation, Wem E 
ive was wholly: taken; up with a deſire too i 
my have fixed myſelf to my duty: Show vat — | 
not MW and what did not people ſay of me! 1 
queſtion but that it was a conrrivancett  - 
of mine which had engaged Sauvebocuf 
to this act of e — fo” 


poſſeſſed, they # 
Vor, I, | 


_ and after Mn, e no leſs en 
believed hate ver my huſband had told 
hit before. And indeed, probabilities 
rendered the proceeding ſo criminal, 
that neither! the one or the other could 
well encuſe me. And upon this they 
were do incenſed againſt me and Sauve- 
boeuf, that, without any conſideration 
of their own honours and my reputation, 
they went to Bourdeaux, to make their | 
complaint to the parliament. 
if But they were not Wera to 
meet Sauveboeuf there, who, to) juſtify 
me as I had deſired him, had followed 
them to that city. However, it was in 
vain for him to lay before them, that 


I had no hand in, ie violence: for that 
"1 555 43 Was 
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Was thought to be an excuſe only to 


hinder the proſecution of the law. 


In the mean time publick report bad 
ſpread abroad a new: ſtory, by which it 


was given out that Sauveboeuf, having 
forced me from my friends only to 
ſatisfy a tranſitory paſſion, had left me 


as ſoon as he had e his looſe 


£4 9. Win 
1 


| What a dreadful thing is it to le at 
the mercy of certain conjectures! while 
every body takes the liberty to vent pro- 


babilities for truth! ſo that it may be 


laid that che good or bad reputation | 
of women depends not ſo much upon 
the propriety or impropriety of their 
own conduct, as it does upon a lucky or 
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_ unlucky Societe of circumſtances 


in certain ſituations. ID PE BUT 10A a 
Beſides that Guyebeug was well 8 
eſteemed in the parliament of Bourdeaux, 6 

7 and had very powerful friends, there to 
Was another reaſon which hindered- my {| el 
father and my huſband from proſecut- 1 
ing this affair. Nor did Sauveboeuf m 
ſhun, but waited on them himſelf to ad 


give an account of his conduct; and 
among other things he told them, that 
the ſame day that he forced me from 
them, he carried me back to che nundery 
Which 1 had left that morning. Cer- 
i they muſt have been moſt dread- 
prepoſſe ed againſt me, to queſtion 
mp innocencey after that. For, in ſhort, 
had I loved Sauvebaeuf in ſuch a man- 
ner 
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ner as they "ſec 


Gut of their hands, moſt affuredly I 
would never "oe returned the fone day 
choſen ſome other ſanctuary; nor would 
mmm 


* 
ai 
* 3 
* 7 
= 
„ 
2 , 
1 2 
— 
2 
7 m ö C 
2 
i 


| My 2 
a dev of giving Credit to „ber Sauve- 
proſecutions, perhaps becauſe they 


thought they ſhould get nothing by 
them, they. returned to me, who ſtayed 
all this while in the convent: büt this 
viſit was quite different from the former. 

They both of them diſtruſted me hei- 
| ther had 1 thoſe kind thoughts of my 


7 


„ huſband 


d to believe, and to 
that end had engaged him to force me 


er and io huſband at | 
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huſband as before, while I began to look 
on Sauveboeuf with no indifferent eye. 
Thus we quitted the convent a ſecond 
time: but then I muſt acknowledge, 1 
followed my father and huſband with as 
much reluctancy and ſadneſs, as chear- 
fulneſs and Joy before this unlucky. ad- 
venture. | 


/ = __ My father ſtayed with us a few "OO ; 
oh. and before he left me, he prepared me 
for all the cold treatments of my huſ⸗ 
band, which i in a little time he failed not 
to make me ſenſible of. 1 did all that 
lay in my power to remove from my | 
_ father's mind all thoſe ſuſpicions, which | 
my being forcibly carried away had 
created in him. But he made me an- 
| Fa that nothing but my future beha- 
viour 


10ur 


firſt time with my father to the eonvent, 
ought not to have imputed to any but 
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viour elle; andbecive* kin, ala that * 


ever I gave him occaſion to be dle 
with me again, I muſt never expect to 


find any protection among my relations. 
And thus 1 became expoſed to greater 


misfortunes than thoſe which had 


hitherto befallen me. CORY r 


3 


Some time after 1 found myſelf to ie - 


with child: and! becauſe it Pleaſed 'my 
huſband to fofget that we had been to- 
gether near two days, when he came tlie 


himſelf. Never had ealumny a Weser 


foundation: for all the world knew, . 


that fince my firſt acqusintante with 


Sau webocuf, he had never ſpoken to me 


F . but 
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but in che preſence of witt 
ether!, it were that my huſband re- 
ſolped to ruin me, or that it was his 
pleaſyre to aſſert an untruth, he openly 
declared that 1 could not be with child 
. bir 
len Ende all the! rtows thi 
afterwards befel me. I. wrote to my fa- 
ther an account of my condition, and 
of the injury my huſband did me: but 
my father died about the ſame lime, 
which. cedounded. till, to my diſgrhce, 
and;became an addition to my ; isfor- 
tune, becauſe his death was imputed. to 
wy having broken his heart. Nor was 
could repair for ſuecour, but my mo- 
cher, who perfectly hated me and for 


fear 


fear 


1 
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fear 1 ould bear homme, uss tbe fit 
that confirmed my huſband's ſuſpicions, 
and infuſed into him thoughts of nut- 


ting me up in a nunnery. 


I ſhall ſay nothing how 1 lived OY 
this with my huſband. There is no 
need that the world ſhould be informed 
of my ill uſage, to beget compaſſion of 
my misfortunes. My condition was ſuf·- 


ficient to make prople apprehenſive that 
never woman was more unfortunate. 


I allo owe fo much prudence to the 


memory of 2 man whoſe wife I was, to 


ſay nothing of him, more than what 1 
cannot diſpenſe with letting the world 
know: but certain it is, that I ſuffered 


whatever cruelty and ſcorn could wo__ 


to torment a woman. £45 306 Bb 
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At length, in NIE midſt af, that def- 
. pair to which I was reduced and dread- 
ing as well for myſelf, as the child in 
my womb, all thoſe diſmal conſequences 


5 which 1 had reaſon to fear, once more I 
thought i it my beſt way to commit myſelf 
to the fortune of a ſecond flight. This 


deſign of mine I imparted to Balzac,who, 


as I ſaid before, was my near neighbour, 
and often came to viſit me. He adviſed 


me to go to Bourdeaux, and complain to 
the Parliament. This, no queſtion, was 
good counſel; but my love for Sauve- | 4 
boeuf would not let me follow it, and 


forced me to take a bad reſolution. 1 
= went to the marchioneſs of Ra." The 
wexation of having recourſe to a Tival 

«id not ſo much [gs with me, * 
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the 
ance the ſuceour and protection 
ſon whom 1 loved: but 1 never com- 

mitted a fault in my life, for which 1 
deſerved to be more eþ Tebuked Fs ; 
chan this. Let after|allwhither,muſta 
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woman carry her complaints, when ſhe _ 
is altogether void of f 


| oq* : * : 
Iſo a ailing in her | 
alſo a. prevailing paſſion in her | 
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Sauveboeuf was in Lan 
the marchioneſs, as jealous of me a1! 
could poſſibly, be of her, found means f 
to render fruitleſs all the letters wich k 
wrote to him, either by ſtopping them 
or by prepoſſeſſing him againſt me. At 
leaſt this was what I imagined; not 
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mam ſhould teſtify ſo great 4 
meñ yet never write me back one anſwer; 
in ſuch a deplorable condition as 
it was that I was we 
puniſhed | 
the matehioneſs's houſe. Not that the 
marchioneſs failed in any point of civility 
| * on the other fide; did 
offices: thus, in ort, 
1 ſuffered myſelf to be belolden to | 
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3s What was become of him. I 
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the motive of my reſolucion, I feigned 
lerters from my mother; 


the receipt of letters 
who had fent for ne vo lye - in at Paris. 


eee. or elfe ſhe diſſembled 
near o me, 1 fet. forward | in the w. 


„ 


| 1 ordered-thexefare tuo places e be 
hire in the public coach under another 


name; and ſo I departed. attended only 


by on e of my chamb 


-maids,, As none 
ſengers knew me, 1 heard my- 
ſelf frequendly., talked of during the 


Journey, , Nothing made more PT, in 
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. the —— nd flight n 
from my huſband's honſe. It was all "i 
hes diſcourſe of the 2 the b 
coach; and I had more than once an | +, 
. Venue to be angry e Wen 
man, £ whom had neveri ſeen before; 
who averred that he: Was perfectly well 
acquainted with me; and who, not 
dreaming that he was trifting in my 
preſence, maimtaihed, that it was len 
| pes his fault that he had not been one of 
my gallants. He affirmed that I had 
WA my huſband to run after Sauve- 
boeuf; and ne added to all the teſt a 
thouſand abominable circumſtances. And 
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thus it is s that we ne with people every 
N day, who corr 2 bora e. ſcandal by 4 falſe c 
honour, 
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I was not ignorant that I was b com 
the public diſcourſe ;- but I neyer ima- 
gined that ſcandal was arrived. to that 
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dani which they attribute to them- 
| ſelves - and who, that they may ſeem 9 
be privy to affairs that make a great 
noiſe, invent particulars of which they 
pretend to underſtand the original 
reaſon. I had a mind more than once 


to have confounded thoſe calumaies by 
diſcovering myſelf :- but I thought it 


much better, without - making myſelf 


known, to take the lady's peel whom 
ſo much ill was {pot 


height, as I had reaſon to Know, to my 


coſt, by the things that were diſcourſed 
of in my own!! hearing 3 which ſnews 
Z us, that how much vilified ſoever 2 
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woman 
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woman may be, ſhe never thinks herſelf 
fs much cenſured as ſhe is: and there- 
zz fore it would be very requiſite ſome- 
world an occaſion to a condemn their 
condu&, ſhould hear what people ſay 
better advantage of ſuch a piece of 
knowlege than I did, For 1 believing 
that nothing could be charged upon me, 
to the prejudice of that fidelity which'I 
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moved me no more, , than only wo br vp 
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within me a "Tecooe ory 
ſeeing outward , appearances afforded 
enlumny ſuch fair handles to lay hold 


* 
>. * 4 . 
2 * 8 3 A nn thi. $& 7 1 $ v4 
© 1 , 1 8 7 N 0 8 £ ; , 
I 3 * N 5 Feel . „ * * 


IS . 4 


+ 


e ee 


W. Ne 7 * 


n 
8 3 * . We 2 
3 . 0 ee HR hs 82 — 8 . 2985 Aba 
Ao 8 hott A as 997 


ss bös. 113 


to pe eb ed them.” e 
The heat where with 1 OP the part 
of thoſe ladies whom Na ene had 
— r | 7omig gin a 1 | 
rode in „the . a With her ] f 
eh wee dent > WAP after hey had 
refided, fate ene du fis 4h; — 
where the, byſþand, had. a ,yery.. confi 
derable employment. were retyrning to 55 
Paris, 8 they | had left their family. 


The huſband was 1 Monſieur 
Laval; and Maes e was a — 
pretty enough to oy me believe tha 


the was 4 Httfe concerned in my "ge. 
fence of the women. However, they 
ſeemed to live, both of them, in perfect 
agreement, and their: union made me 
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enyy,, their, happines, and lament the 


fate of thoſe Young, lacie who. are ſa- 
crificed to intereſt. od: oj | 1 
5 had ſo ill taken my meaſures, and 
was ſo near my time, that I was f forced 
to Ropiin a little village, Within a day's 


journey of Paris, Madame Laval would 
not leave 


but, dag of ny" de- 
portment, ber Was a n 0 un 
hy, defi red r lobi that the would 
let - her ſtay with me; and he v Was s fo 
complaiſane as to! give her ) permiſſio . 
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15 was brought to 'be of 4 bo ; who 
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Fire fince made me amends. for he wil 
fortune of his birth, by bis ment, and 
the reputation he has acquired. But a 
"ſon, » who has been ſo much the more 2 


becauſe he never 
: failed 
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failed in his reſpect and tend rneſs for | 


a mother, who too - 


out being _— gave him occaſion. 40 - 


complain. 1 n res n 
I Was eee ls 1 Was able 


to ſit up; and all the w Madame 


„ — $I. 


ed her to accept of agamond ring, , 


ſmall recompence of her care. 800 


| after her huſband came to viſit us, and 


ſeeing the preſent 1; had made his 
wife, he offered me his houſe in Paris: 2 
a kindneſs which I was willing to ac: 
cept, till 1 had ſounded how, my 


ther ſtood affected towards me.. 


So ſoon as ] came to my lodging, 1 


ſent her, by my maid, a letter which I 


bad written in ſuch a ſtile, as I thought 
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moſt prevalent to ſoften her obſtinacy, 
giring her an account of my being 
brought to bed, and of the reaſons that 
forced me to leave my huſband, But | 
upon reading it, ſhe burſt into ſuch a 
fir of indignation againſt me, as no way 
became a parent, nor would the: vouch- | 
fafe ſo much as to afk where 1 lodged: 
neither did my maid, feeing her in fuch 
a Hurriour, think it proper to tell her. 
An chat the maid could obtam from her 
was, that the would receive che child; I 
and 1 ordered it to be carried to her, 
with a fecond letter, which had no bet- 
ter ſuccefs than the former, f for ſhe til 
dere to ſee me. 

This fever we of oY mother wat 6 eru- 
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imagined chat the: fri 


tions : but fearing rind e A 
mooſe and inflexilble, I reſalued to let 


ET nobody. underſtand who. I was but Mon- 
. geo Laval and tem in hopes ihere- 


engage them to a-continuance. of 
be buriw bach a 3 
Menſieur Laval became ze of 0 


wife had ſhewed me, PO no x der 
ground than the conformity of our in- 
clinations:. The ſtories. that had been 


told him in the province, and what he 


had heard in the coach, made him be: 


lieve me to be a woman that had nei- 
ther honour nor ; conduct; and thus aſ- 
ſuring himſelf that I was a perſon of a 
lewd | converſation, he hid his : wife give 
me warning to provide me another lodg- 


ing, 
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Friendſhip for me'w 
f Was, Was very uneaſy at having received 
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ing and forbade her to have rang farther 


| familiarity the yt 129 echt 


val, who had ail a 8 
en ſhe knew who I 


ſuch abſolute and peremptory orders from 


her huſband; however, being unwill- 
"ing to diſobey him, ſhe told 1 1 


wn ſhe brought me the news. 
Theſe unſeaſonable tidings wh me 
very uneaſy: nevertheleſs I told Ma- 


dame Laval, that it was her duty to ſub- 
mit to her huſband; and 1 made her a 
long ſermon upon that ſubject, filled 
with admonitions and leſſons, which I 


had more reaſon to practiſe than ſhe, 


But this is not the firſt time that we 


have ſeen ges quick-ſighted, in the 
| | . omiſſions 


r 2 


RI 


ſhe, 


we 


the 
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negledts. . 


come and viſit me. 
| 92 25 Laval' en and hired a todg- | 


omiſſions" of otl ers, that” were always 
5 
blind in * obſervance of * their own 
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She promiſed me ae 1 


| ings 1 took, the would find a way to 


Thus 1 left Ma 


2-8 * 


RG, time after time, to my wochen 
that whenever ſhe” pleaſed & 


I „ 


o hear, and 
be a means "that 1 might have Juſtice 
done me, "He ok” not refuſe to re- 
turn to my huſband.” But 1 was alto 
niſbed, when, inſtead, of receiving any 
anſwer from my 'morher, 15 underſtoa 4 
that my huſband Was come to Paris, 
that 1 never r tirred deut of her 1 
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” me up in a choiſter, . 


accompliſh their deſigns, 1 reſolyed to 
lie concealed, rill T coule 
perſon, under whoſe e Protection 1 might t 


1 tel | 
5 have jullice done to my Innocence, 


mot; gone, and 1 began | to be afraid of 1 7 
feeling the Wants attendant on 1 poverty, : 


day my maid came to me with A great 


met Bloſſac, that the had inforqed him, | 
| wh ere 1 lived, and that he had | promiſed f 
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7 Ede EY i and 
F. earing, therefore, [eſt they might 


ge HL 


> pn 1 I 6210194 E | 
. nin Ne with ſome. al 
nee B 


| e 


1 In the mean time. wy money Was al. 


nev( 
time 
Ah 
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which 1 dreaded more than death, One | 


Sud ASA 


deal of } joy, and told me, that f ſhe had 


cepti 
ther 
to come and viſit me the ſame day, than 


Now that, which filled, my maid. with aun: 


434. : : Faw 5 — 


| fo much j Joy, vas her. bed that Bloſſac o 


ij b qo i vo, 
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me diſpoſed to follow her counſels. 


would offer me money, for ſhe was not | 
63 


ignorant of f my wants; and beſides Wat, 


ſhe was one. the leaſt ſcrupulous of any 1 
in the world, and would willingly have 


propounded to me even the worſt kind 
of ways to get 'money, had ſhe found” 


Mm 1 chid her ſeverely for telling Bloſſic 
1 where [ lodged, knowing I had refolyed | 
never to ſee him more; and at the fans 
time, after 1 had paid my landlord, oy 


removed immediately to another houſe)" 
letting nobody know where I lay, ex- 4 
cepting Madame Laval, reſolving ra- 
ther to ſuffer the indignities of want, o 


1. 


than be obliged to ſo unworthy ; a man. 


All the while my maid uſed every art 
to vanquiſh my unſcaſonable pride, as 
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| the dakired me to accept. Finding the 
| had ſold the ring I had given her for 
this purpoſe, I refuſed at firſt to receive 
the money; but judgiog, by the man- 
ner of her. preſenting it, that ſhe would 
think herſelf highly diſobliged if „ 
fuſed her offer, I —_— with her | 
Kindneſs. . 
As for my maid, the endeayoured . 


— 
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the called it, and quoted me + hundred 
women of as great quality. as myſelf, to 
convince me by their example, that I 
was not to refuſe any relief when I ſtood 
in need of it. But at the ſame time 
Madame Laval, who gueſſed at my con- 


dition, brought me forty. piſtales, Which 


perſuade me to admit Bloſſac to give me 


| 2 viſit though it were but Ae and 


5 - no 


DT. 
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formerly, that I might make him the 
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no more; and ſeeing ſhe loſt time in 


perſuaſions, ſne went herſelf unknown 
to me to find him out, and told him 
where I lodged. As his appearance was 
unexpected the ſight of him ſurpriſed 
me. My misfortunes had not altered | 
me in the leaſt ; and I was glad that he 
found me the ſame as he had ſeen me 


more ſenſible of the reception. 1 8 | 
to give him. 5 5 
Madame Laval was. 1 in ho room, | 


and was a witneſs of our meeting. 89 


ſoon as he ſaw me, he bluſhed and turn. 


ed pale almoſt at the ſame time. Pre: 
ſently, at the firſt view of him, 1 roſe 
| up, and going towards him, I aſked him 


what his buſineſs was, and deſired him 
| 2 ä 
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to be gone. Nevertheleſs he would 
have pur oh an air of familiarity ; but 
finding ſuch a cold reception, he laid 
aſide his gaiety, and aſked me what 1 
had to object againſt him? 1 anſwered 
him, that I knew him not; . that | in truth, 
1 took him formerly for one of my 


friends, but that I had been miſtaken in 
him No. becauſe he was conſcious 
To he had provoked me, he told me, 
that if he did not come to my aſſiſtance, 
he had reaſons for it, which 1 15 

would ſatisfy me, when 1 ſhould. hear 
them. But perceiving that T would not | 
hearken to him, he drew a purſe, which 
he deſired me to accept; adding withal, N 
that I might have occaſiun for 1 it. Ie- 
fuſed wal he would have Om it my 
. | a - maid, 
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maid, but [ forbid her ſo ſeverely. to re- 
ceive it, that ſhe durſt not diſobey me. 


; c Bloſſac ſeeing me thus obſtinate, in a: 
Find of fury, put up his purſe into his 


pocket, and, going out of the room, in 


a2 inſolent manner, told me, that the 


next time I wanted him, I ſhould © come 
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I made Madame. ks as 


oF with the reaſons I had to: be offended - 
FA with Bloſſac, and ſhe commended * 
2 for uſing him as I had done. 


She had a kinſman that lived at the 
Hotel ꝙEpernon, whoſe name was Mo- 
rille: and one day ſhe took an occaſion | 
to talk to him concerning me, and the 


condition I was in. Morille was gener- 


ous and obliging ; ; and for that reaſon, 
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0 paſſionating my ſufferings, he ſpoke 


of me to the Duke of Candale. 


The Duke, to whom my a was 


not unknown, and who had heard of my 


adventures, gave Morille orders to wait 
to hundred piſtoles for my preſent oc- 
caſions. Madame Laval was too much 


my friend to conceal from my know- 


edge that Morille acted by the Duke of 


Candale's orders; and I was willing to 


be beholden to the Duke, becayſe 1 


had reaſon to believe, that what he did 
was only out of generoſity ; ; of which [ 


was ſo much the more readily convinced, 


becauſe he did not ſeem to have bar 


deſire to ey me. 5 
[ muſt 
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I muſt confeſo, 1 was not a ketle taken 
with the Duke's: civilities; and: a little 
thing perhaps would have perſuaded: me 
not to have taken amiſs a viſit from him. 
But 1 underſtood ſoon after, that there 
val . was ſomething of intereſt in his genero· 
14 fity. Fer ſo ſoon as he underſtood that a 
1 had accepted his two hundred piſtoles, 
he ſent to me that he might beadmirted 
to kiſs my hand, which 1 could not well 
refuſe him. He ſpoke not a word that 
tended to give me tlie leaſt intiavacien of 1 
what he had done; and always interrupt. 
ed me, when he perceived me going to 
reſtify my acknowledgment. But tough 
he was ſo diligent to prevent my ac- 
: knowledgments. of his generality, he af- 


fected no leſs to talk of the Paſſion, 
G4 wh ich. 


uſt 
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5 which, as he faid;: he: had. for me: and I 


Was bound to hear him, and to believe 

5 ſans part. of his diſcourſe. . l er 
There was nothing in my heart that 

oppoſed the inclination I had. for him, 


but the neceſſity of being obliged to 


him, under which I laboured. Thus 


the ſame th ings, which having convinc- 
ed me of his generoſity, | had | infuſed 
into me an eſteem and value for him, 
hindered de from reſolving to- give him 
. proofs of it. I muſt confeſs, that had 


not been * beholden to him, I am apt 


to i 1 ſhould. have had as great an 


ion for him as he proteſted love 


Ws ea be) ſupa my N Was 
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grounded upon intereſt, I took a reſo- 
lution to reſiſt whate vet might ripen an 
inclination for him. For this reaſon I 
anſwered him in ſuch a manner as might 
deprive him of all hope; ahd I conjurs 
ed him alſo never to ſee _me'more, till 
I was in a condition to acknowledge 


= 


| his bounty. Rh CFTR OK ORR 
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Book III. 


AHE world ib bb tende * 
women are altogether governed 


by e that the Duke of Candale 

made no queſtion of my having a pri WM 
vate amour ſomewhere elſe, which made # 
him talk to the Count de B—— of my E 


contempt of intereſt, as of a Rs Wa 


newly come into the world. The Count, 
who was one of thoſe that believed there 
could be no honeſt woman, told him 
- that he had been a dupe to his own ge- 
neroſity, and offered to give him proofs 


ef it; to which Purpoſe he reſolved 


io enter into a ſtri acquaintance with 


{ 


* - 
* * 
% 


n —— i & : 5 A 


2 wm 


n 


n. 
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we, as well 20 undeceive the Duke, 8s 
co rank me among his heroines. | 
! 1 - was miſtaken i in his aims; for he-fqund 
nothing in the reception 1 gave him, 


But he 


his memoirs withal. After I had re- 


' fuſed to hearken to a perſon who had 
highly obliged me, it could not be 
imagined I would be over. haſty to flat 
W ter the aſſiduities of one whe: N 
= my virtue to make ſpart with it. 


At firſt be ſent me letters 1 a7 
name, as if my fortune had depended 


upon his conqueſt; aod degauſe he wrote 
better than another, he thought 1 wauld- | 
be glad t0 entertain a correſpondence . 
wich ſo witty a lover. + found his. let- 


ters very pretty; hot 1. was not in a 
| EF $867” 'Þ RE « condi- 
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"CO to take any delight in reading 
them: and when I ſaw that he perliſted in 
writing to me, 1 not only refuſed to re- 
ceive any more, but burnt thoſe which 
I had already received in gere aſp of 
Madame ä 7 
However, the ill fate of thats 1b 
did not diſcourage the Count; and be- 
ing informed of the time and place 
- where I went to maſs, he made his ap- 
5 pearanee there; and after having atcoſted 
me, he teſtified to me his extraordinary | 
deſire to be acquainted with me, and 
f © talked to me of his letters. 1 anfrered 
him, that 1 had never read them; that 
the buſineſs which derailed. me at Paris, 
would not permit me to loſe ſo much 
* time) and moreover, ches 1 did not un- 
a 1 derſtand 


ind 


. any fruit from his Pains. f 
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| - derſtand why he ſhould pretend to ſo | 


8 


£ 5 1 much boldneſs, as to Write and talk to 
a woman who had no acquaintance with 
| ; him, nor ever deſired to have any. 
Ti Theſe words put him quite out of all 
4 patience. z fo, that he hurried from me, 


and went to tell the Duke of Candale, 5 


WS that 1 was a woman who had not com- 
mon ſenſe. | 


The Duke of Candale laughed ar him | 


| for his preſumption, and conceived a. 
greater « eſteem for n me. Nevertheleſs he N 


was not ſo eager to pay me his addreſ- 
ſes, but forbore to viſit me, either 


| through pride, or "deſpair of 9 


HE 


A F i 2 4 


In dhe mean time neceſſity prefled 


LEE? 


harder upon me every day, And ! though 


* 


ba 15 pw none 


— 


„ Mivorrs or rus | 
none of my relations were ignorant of 
the wrongs my huſband and my mother 
did me, none of them ſent me any 
relief. It is true, chat ſome of them 


were fir incere with my mother, and laid 
before her, how much ſhe was bound 


in conſcience i to aſſiſt me; but her hatred 
3 ſupplied her with reaſons that ſtopped 
theirm ouths. And then hey | cried, 
it Her mother knows. more than, WE 3 
06” © there muſt be ſomething 3 in the 
0 ter, or elſe a mother could never r be 
- « ſo cruel to hi | ber o own fleſh and blood. an 
For it is always a much more eaſy thing 
to condemn the unfortunate than to 
afford them ſuccour in their diſtreſs, 


| Nevencleſs there was a lady who took 


Tome compaſſion upon. my deplorable 
| condition. 
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to which purpoſe ſhe made uſe of a 
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condition. This lady, was the Dutcheſs 
mother's friend,” ſhe offered ine both 
her houſe and her table. But by the 


unlucky influence' of my ftars, all the 
Dutcheſs's favours and bounty became 


fatal to her reputation and mine. 
The Abbe Fouquet was one of her 


acquaintanes, and gave us frequent 


viſits. This Abbe the L Dutcheſs would 
be ſtill obliging to make me preſents; 


means that put me to no little ſhame, | 


We frequently played all three together; 


and in regard the Abbẽ never played 


but with a defign to loſe, I won confi» 


_ wy . R N- 
Ke - 


=: 
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having ſupplied me with money by this 


means, after ſhe had one day won, at the 


fair, a ſervice of plate of great value, 
ſhe cauſed it to be ſold, and preſſed me 
to accept of the money. But the Abbẽ, 
who was deſirous that Madame de Cha- 
tillon ſhould be beholden to him for 
| it, bought the plate again the next day, 


and ſent i it her home to her houſe. 


hi piece of gallantry made a great 
noiſe; and becauſe few people knew the 
motive of charity that induced the 
| Dutcheſs to act in that manner, they 
thought ſhe had ſold the ſervice meerly 


for the ſake of the money. And as for 
the Abbe; after this, there. was no far- 
ther queſtion made. of it, -but that he 


was in love with Madame de Chatillon, 


and 


iv af 
$1 
5 * 


15 ; 
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and that 1 Was hs eatery privy to 
the intrigue. ; Sr rides bh Prune 

This 3 8 P to that 
degree far and near, that the Dutcheſs - 
Was conſtrainedi t to remove me from her 
bhouſe, Andi parted from her with all 
the ſorrow," that it was, poſſible. for me 
to be {enfible of, for having, innocently 
given an occaſion to the i injurious re- 
por $ that had been raiſed to the preju- 
dice of her honour. And the ſame in- 
ter pretation of my removal was made as 
had been done of her bounty: for i 
was given out, that I; Was only ſent a- 
way, becauſe ſhe perceived that the 
Abbé Fouquet was in love with me. 
And indeed he was meditating ſecret 
5 "IO aca.) diſcovered afterwards, 
5 After 
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After I left Madame de Chatillon,' T 
put myſelf into a convent; and three 
days after the Abbẽ Fouquet brought 


me a letter from her, wherein ſhe ſent 
me word, that notwithſtanding the rea- 


fons which obliged her to refrain my 
hays ſhe was {hill my friend: | that 

it became me ſeriouſſy to think of fore- 
Ing my huſband and my mother to do 
me juſtice; and, to thi end 1 might 


Ha Rave more liberty to att than in a con- 


vent, ſhe had given orders for a houſe 
for me in a certain quarter of the city, 
where ſhe would take care that I ſhould 
want for nothing. I really believed that 
this letter came from Madame de Cha: 
and being earneſtly deſirous to 
pot an end to the e berween me 

/ and 


tillon : 
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and my huſband, I conſented to what 
ſhe ordered in my behalf, without any 
more ado. So that after I had returned 


her a thouſand thanks in a long letter, 
I quitted convent, and went to th | 
| houſe prepared for me, in company with 
Mrs. Laval. For her huſband, who 


was then in the province, no longer 
minded his wife's coming to ſee me, 6 
long as he perceived that 1 had found 


protection and ſupport. 


1 found in the lodging an apartment 
very richly and modeſtly furniſhed, as 
alſo a coach. with the cyphers of e | 


de Chatillon. I admired her generoſity, 


and often complained to her in my let- - 
ters, that notwithſtanding I received ſo 
many favours from her bounty, I had 

| not 


* 1 
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not the. liberty to viſit her. 
got to mention, that when we'parted ſhe 
ſhould viſit one another. 
: feſs, I never received any anſwer to my 
letters; but the Abbe Fouquet, who 


it . was not convenient we 


ſtill undertook to deliver them, and 
who frequently came to viſit me, al- 
ways brought me compliments and ex- 


cuſes in the Dutcheſſes's name. How: 


ever, in a little time I began to user, 0 
that the Abbe's viſits were too frequent } 


but in regard he ſtill brought me news 
. of Madame de Chatillon, and that he 
ſeemed to viſit me only upon the ſeore 


of buſineſs, . durſt not deſire him to 


forbear coming ſo often. 
„„ In 


. 0 8 1 ; . 5 5 
1 1 ? 8 
1 4 5 . . 8 4 " 3 


rr 
S 


Wor I oh 


I muſt con- 


In £ 


| withor 


had be 
ties th 
Laval 
and g⸗ 
in-her 
belong 
it was 
he kep 
de Ch 
any of 
myſelf 

It is 
was af 
I ſaw 
I had 1 
ho do 


In this manner 1 lived for ſome time, 
vithout dreaming 1 in the leaſt that there 

had been any foul play in theſe civili- 
ties that were ſhewn me; ; when Mrs. 


it was the public talk of the town, that 


was aſtoniſhed at this news, but thought 


1 to I faw that very inſtant every ching that 
had not the wit to fee before. I made 
In no doubt but che * which” had 


been 
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Laval one morning entered my chamber, 
and gave me to underſtand, with tears 7 
in her eyes, that the lodging where I lay, | 
belonged to the Abbe Fouquet, and that 


be kept me. In a word, that Madame 
de Chatillon was no way concerned in 
any of theſe favours, for which I thought 
myſelf wholly beholden to her liberdlity: 
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been told me, were true and I admired 
how I could be fo palpably cheated, 
Preſently 1 flew to Madame de Cha- 
tillon's houſe; but ſo ſoon as I appeared, 

: ſhe came towards me, and loading me 
| with reproaches, bid me begone out of 
doors immediately. This reception ſeized 
me with amazement, Ifell into a ſwoon, 
from which they had much ado to re- 
cover me: I aſked in yain to ſpeak with 
Madame de Chatillon; but a refuſed 
me admittance, and ſent me word again 
to make haſte out of her houſe. This 
uſage having too ſadly convinced me of 
the truth of what Mrs. Laval had told 
me, I reſolved to return no more to that 
fatal houſe; but went directly to the 
convent which I left ſome weeks before: 
ey | | but 
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but the houſe refuſed. to admit me: 


and I found by the language which they D 
gave me, that 1 alone was ignorant of 
the trick that had been put upon me, 


Mrs. Laval, who knew me to be in- 


nocent of all this, gave me the beſt com- 7 
fort that ſhe could; and, I believe, that 


had it not been for her, I had put an 


end to my life. She carried me to one 


of her friends, where ſhe left me, till 
ſhe went to fetch away ſuch things as 
were properly my own ; but more eſpe- 


cially to ſeek for the letter wherein Ma- 
dame de Chatillon had offered me the 


lodging. There the met the Abbe Fou. 


SES: 


quet in a frerful humour, 


that 1 ANG. | fallen, it at a Houſe vinre 


La 4 4 * A © of 27 * 7 0 . F. 1 * % 
* 4 : * 


not knowing | 
what was become of me. She told him 


r nnn EA . dit ana Hee * 


ä "So „ 2 
. 3 „ la 3 
- x ” 


nance, bid me be of good Thea, aſſuring 


I intended to o have ſpent the afterngon, 


; and that they had put me to bed. He 
really believed what ſne ſaid to be true, 
and deſired Mrs. Laval to be his guide 


to t the place where I was; 5 nor could any 
thing t that ſhe could ſay to be rid of him, 
prevent bis going with her; ; neither in- 
deed was ſhe vayilling that hef ſhould ſee | 
me, to the end I might vpbraid. him for 
the injury he had done me. But ſo 


| ſoon as I perceived. bim, my, rears, 


that were but newly cones, burſt f forth 
again, and I had not ſtrengthjenough to 
ſpeak a word. 80 that Mrs. Laval, be⸗ 


holding me in that condition, wh bim, 


the true reaſon of my afflition. 5 


But the Abbé, with 3 ſmiling. counte · 


Me 
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t not ing had been done but by 
Madame de Chatillon's order; and to 
proye the fa hood, of all that had been 
told me, he alledged the ref aa whiod: 
he had, always had for Ss: s- gh el 
al was ſo caſt, donn by the Wii's and! 
vexation, attending ais adventure, that 


1 liſtened with delight to the aſſurances 


which he gave me, that all was but a 
falſe alarm. So true It, is, that i in over- 
whelming misfortunes we lay hold on 
every bough to ſave ourſelyes. 10 But i in 


ſhort, the reception which the Dutcheſs 
of Chatillon gave me, no way agreed 
with the Abbẽ Fouquet's oaths : 2 ſo: that 
without e: examining any farther, whether 
it were true or no, I. deſired him to re- 
frain all manner of viſits for the future. 
Vol, 1. H EE 
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He obeyed me; "Milt proteſting: at fis 
departure; that he had done notfug but 
ons amends Spas vid 

So s. as he was gone, 1 ae 

ly ſent away to Nadame de Cliarilibn 
the letter which had been tlie caufe bf” | 
W many bad effects; which letter the 
Abbe Fouquet had contrived on putpofe 05 
to decoy me into his lodging,” with 4 obe 
deſign to have told me more of his t md | 
when opportunity hootd affiſt hin. 
However; Madame de Chatfllon, hw. 
ing preconceived that 1 Rad heted by 
conſent of the Abbé, as yet continued 
to harbour a belief, that I Had contrlVed 
the letter in my own joſtiffeation; nor 
| would ſhe __ 70 do me Juice, till 
e 
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bertpete m y retolbtioß, 
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never to return to that lodging again. 


Bot afterwWirde, che Abbe hüthfelf fully 
undeceived her, by confelhng that” * 
had counterfeited the letter, to 1 end 


#3" 1} 


be moôre "at liberty to look after m 
affairs adding withal, that he ba 
made uſr of the attifice, but only 
oblige me to bcept of the ere 


But che work judged otherwiſe of 1 


matter: for ft w was the public diſco! wh 
that 1 had been engaged in an amour 
with the Abbe; but that being weary 


df me, be "had turned me out of h is | 


* 


Wü 25 And ry T underwent both the 
ame and worißestion to be looked 


W * 4 #9: 2 1 2 1 14 © | ns PT: if by «a+ ab hf ® 1 
| S” | upon 


* 1 


I might be in a place Where t _ 
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upon as a, miſtreſs. Abandoned, by het 

gallant. nighet 23117 355 rar of 4 508 
Mad ne de Chatillon, and, the Abbe ha 
Fouque, endeayou red in yain to unde- of 
ceive e the public. All the fayour which rag 
they, „ Who, believed 1 left the houſe by oh 
my own. choice, did me, was . to ſay, I full 


had, not done it, but to avoid the perſecu- emp 
tions of my mother and my huſband, my 

It i is true, that they, .no ſooner both diz 
of them underſtood chat 1 lodged in a tft 
houſe chat belonged t to the Abbe F may d. 


and Which he furniſhed. for me at. his Was 
le TEE e 15 


charge, but they preſented, a petiti- 
on pad me, and they, were Juſt, 41 


TT * OWn « 


n . 
9 recon 
8 N | 


of 


the point of obtaining leave to ſeize prom 

me when I left thoſe lodgings. 1 had upon 

notice of it, and 1 thought it my beſt buſi 
GL gy 
way N 


comes bANGis" i 


way to conceal myſelf.” For 1 ſuppoſe 
that nobody would have adviſed me to 
have delivered myſelf up to the hatred 
of a mother, and the © Jy of an en- 
raged huſband. {1.5025 (2380 I men 
So ſoon as Madame de Chatillon w 
fully convinced of my For ed 
2 all her credit and friends i 
E ir and he © ad great deal of 


to ſtop "a farther Proſe rutions oth F 


me. - "This ar le ee 


| h being obtain 6 
Mr Moo 


re ndec we to à m — 3 
prey aft hl "hi 66 ny | 
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nance of 4 thouſand crowns allowed me 
| by decree, which ſecured mg fr fro om Want 3. 
all which I ſhould have dane at. my firſt 
coming 0 Paris. But though I could 
have ſpared for no pains, how could I. 
i eyer hope, to have broug e a 
= wel . wider e nor 
= | e. Fr + ty lit . 
7 JI ere, vi — ladame 


—— me a 163 in; "del oule 
of one; of his kinſwomen.,, whore he 
Care, Mun ever day, and gaye We an, 
F wpoune nf hae he did fox. , 580 that 
I beſt myſelf that 1 had got for, m 
= 0 a. perſon whoſe- zeal appeared, fo 
fervent. Therefore it was that 1 wholly, 


9 - 


* Ned. Bim far 0 anke gf 


my 20 it k 


; 5 
is by F 1 5 71 * 8 
: 8 7 * * L * 7 4 
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ar afin, and pave my "up to enjoy 
de reges blen de nöd been ſo IS = 
deprived de: fob lu H54q13 Sent . | 
„But this magiſtrate liad other otibes. 
He infenlbiy gave ie ab occaſion to 
oncever thir my perſo Was NU way di:. 
pleaſing & King” nor ws At dll latin: 
eck at Nis -g "opinion. On the other 1 
gde was extreamely glad of it; ima- L 


| ging chatte ede Enlivened by 


5 
2 


„ Abe: 
"_ ehowful,-ponte"and witey ! he 

any en hi Eater 
foon bende s Fades a 1 
aitxxg „ e The 
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The met od of courtſhip which che 

a two loyers.topk was very different. Ehe 
| ſon, always reſpectful, durſt not open hi 
lips to ſpeak of his Paſſion: the father, 
1 emboldened by the ſervices he, did wn 

EZ Pri to diſcover hi 
. me. I then bene , 
Sia vp; into bis hands the w 
ment of my mY but it Wes ec 
late. He was become [mater on 
and l could not be witho 
4 therefore lent- him aparie _ land 


and 

his al 
myſel 
ſaw! 1 
whick 
but n 
quene 
conſid 
reputa 
opinio 
à wol 


lery to a pe ſon, whom ir bacame me 

be careful of diſpleaſing. Nor could 1 
put him que out of hape, for fan af 
I; ' 4 H . exaſpe- 
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ere chat whatever · 


Wan TY hi EI 
believing that by keeping Kim's in Tuf-\ 
pence; I ſhduld'engage him to eve me: 
but this ETD of mine pro 

contrary effect. de 


nneſs; 1 had an inclination for him; 


and with theſe. thoughts | he redoubled 


his aſſiduities, and preſſed me to declare 
myſelf; I muſt confeſs; that-rill then, I. 
ſaw no; great harm in his addreſſes; 
wn "aw rather a dive ſion! to we © 

at amour. And ae 


conſidering theſe new attaclis i 
reputation 1 had reaſom ton de ( 


e, it was: e 
n, 


en, him with ſo mtv: | 


— 


. 


: 


wh des 


"Ye | 4 . 8 RO” ef ITY * EET I 8 
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dangerous corher honour to n 
ſelf to, be he 

His. 5 
ds importunities fo ny a er 
knew, not what: courſe; to take, that. I 
micht bei rid of him, My firſt thoughts 
prompted me to let him Plainly under- 5 
ſtand; the vanity of his hopes? but then 
conſideting he was the perſon. I: & 
much in need! of, I altered my mind, 
and took a reſolution, hich in truth. I 
ought not to have taken: for I made 
7 wee I was inn his. 
na 
ae en a few: days aften 
he had the bolinefö to- let. me u aderf 


7 
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en eee refrained by | 


1 A to me les 
ſerore than the compliance which” he 
demanded. 80 that Igave him for an- 
ſwer;2alll that ahger and Wenn. cee 
inſpire, and deſired- him te meddle no 
| ſelf fror him, and deprive him of all 
opportunities ef ſeeing me, 1 directiy 
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od 


leaſt thing the wife could 


would have been 'to have given a fiir © 


teſtimony of my innocency to the peo- 


ple whom ſhe brought along with 
her : but ſhe was as wicked in her prin- 
ciples, as her huſband was in his; for 
ſhe upbraided me before their faces with 


debauching her huſband. This adven- 


ture preſently took wing, and the pub- 
lick that already had a prejudice 'againſt 


me, made no ſcruple to believe me en- 


gaged in a real intrigue with the ma- 
giſtrate. However, I did what I cou d 
to undeceive the two kinſmen; and they | 
liſtened to me, believed me, and offered | 
me their protection. {ft Latin: Tack; 
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The huſband, who had not the leaſt 
ſuſpicion of my informing the wife of Ch 
the rendezvouz, came to ſee me the 
next day. But then I told him, 1 durſt 

not be ſeen with him any more; conjur- 
ing him, in the midſt of thoſe extremities 
to which he had reduced me, to let me 
underſtand the condition of my affairs, 
ſince I could not in honour employ him 
any longer. He bid me not trouble 
myſelf, for he would ſerve me to the end; 
that the adventure the day before was 
a trifle; and that his wife was a wo- 
man whom nobody gave | | credit. to. 
He then renewed his importunities to 
me to anſwer his deſires. But he no 
longer talked like a maſter, nor was 1 
any m more A of him. Of all this I 
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gave a faithful accounts to Mulaind de 


ed me to leave my 
lodgings, and forbade the OO: 
ever to come near her any more. 


But underſtanding after this, that his 
wife had never ſurpriſed him at the a. 
ſignation, but by the information that 


gave her, he would not let go his hold, 


reſolving to ruin me, or wem my 
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way to break out of priſon; upon which 
his father, who was extremely troubled 
at it, and knew not what was become 
of him, came to acquaint me with it; 
and talked to me as if I had a hand in 


his eſcape; and it was true that it was ſo 
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Father gave out theſe reports, in hop 
to overcome me by dint of defamation; | 
perſuaded that J would at length takt 
off my maſk, when 1 ſaw myſelf loſt in 
MN a reputation 3 and this Was the only 
hope wherewith he flattered his paſſion 
for me: but the more he ſtrove to de- 
fame me, the leſs occaſion I thought 1 
had given, and the greater was my com- 
fort to find myſelf innocent.; for God 
had given me the grace to look: all theſe 
my xeaſon;. 1.defended myſelf from the 
aſatian of having „trünned 0 
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to delay judgment, and that he would 
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And now the father reſolved to make 
his laſt effort, for obtaining what he had 


been ſo long deſiring with ſo much im- 


portunity. To this purpoſe he came to 
give me notice, that my huſband was 
juſt upon the point of obtaining a ſen-! 
tence in his ſuit, chat would not be to my 


aſſiſt me in ſuch a manner, that E ſhould 


o p 0 * * * * , 4 
, x | ; "ST 2 ll 2 25 ir 25 "> 


his ſuit. I anſwered with difdain, that 
I would with patience wait the end-6f 
the buſineſs and: that how unhappy: ſo- 
ever my deſtiny was, I would rather 


chooſe to be unfortunate, than n 
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The lodging where Madame de Cha- 


tillon had placed me, when 1 left the 
magiſtrate's kinſwoman, was a houſe 
which had ſeveral lodgers that were not 


acquainted one with another. I had the 


firſt apartment, and I had no converſe. 
with any of the people that lodged in 
the houſe. As for Mrs. Laval, ſhe 
lived with her huſband, who was return- 
ed from his province: it is true, the 
frequently viſited me, and that (was Full 
the comfort I had. At the ſame time 
alſo I hired the maid again, that I had 
brought with me from my huſband's 
houſe, and who left me when I went to 
live with Madame de Chatillon. I muſt 
confeſs, it is a pernicious thing to the 


reputation of a young woman, to keep 
ſervants 
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| ſervants ſo full of levity as ſhe was. 
And it ſhould be the firſt care of a per- 
ſon of my ſex to avoid entertaining in 
her houſe wild and diſorderly ſervants, 
and never to be too familiar with them 
how modeſt and regular ſoever. 

This girl had many ill qualities as will 
appear-in the ſequel. Nor had ſhe ever 
ſeen Saint Albe, which was the occa- 
ſion of an adventure that may ſcem fa- 
bulous, but which really tell out as I 
am going to relate i it. 

My maid, having Go lane 
how: eagerly. the magiſtrate perſecuted 
me with his 1 ippertinent courtſhip, con- 
trived an enterpriſe which ſhe never im- 
parted to We. 125 oo DURA T6 
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She had already got acquainted with not 1 
the people of the houſe; and one day eme 


ſhe told me, that there was a very pret- Al 
ty lady among the reſt, of the lodgers, deſign 
who every day very diligently enquired oN 
after my health, and manifeſted an 0 ſpe 
earneſt deſire to hes acquainted with me. val, 
I bid her be ſure not to bring her to ah 
me; for that I reſolved to have no con- him it 
verſe with perſons that J Knew not, bay- I nkin, 
ing reaſon to be afraid of m body, cont 
in the condition 1 was in. Neverthe- 12 0 
ay curviey:ledme:ove. dap to hüte I 104 
a vie of her from my windbw. It is preſein 
true, I had not time to examine her Intereſt 
well : : however, I obſerved ſomething n 
in her countenance which I. thought was my 
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h not unknown to me; Por 1 could not” 

L remember where I had ſeen her. 
All this While my maid had laid a 

deſign in her head, which ſhe reſolved © 

to put in execution- While I was gone : 

to ſpend” the afternoon. with Mrs. La- 

| val; ſhe went to the magiſtrate's houſe, 

and after ſhe had aſked to ſpeak. with” 

him in private, ſhe told him, that my 

unkind uſage of him was only to try his 

conſtaney: j and. moreover, that it was : 

no wonder that I had 16 ſcornfully' 7 

jected him; fince he never made me any 5 

| preſents. That women were biaſſed by © 

intereſt; aſſtivibg him chat his coürthips 8 

would be acceptable to me, provided 5 

he would be but liberal. In ſhort, that 

1 he deſired 1 mould his 
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an he had no more to . but | 

to come the ſame day to my lodging. 

The; magiſtrate promiſed not to fail, and 

alſo to bring money with him. The 

maid, having thus taken her leave, went 
- 0 the young. gentlewoman before men- 
tioned, and. propoſed to her that ſhe | that 
would be Pleaſed to admit, under my treſs. 

name, and in my habit, the viſit of Bi] So 

certain. gentleman, whoſe company. was at wt 
11 1 8 very diverting to me; telling her witha, him, 
da if che would do me that kjodneſs, o un 
| : IX ſhould, look upon it as an infinite obli- introd 
—_; . gation. T he lady made ſome ſcruples vas, 
| þ | l | 44-106 50 hut at length accepted the pro- the Yo 
por. She ſuffered herſelf, to be dreſf. be 28 
| ed in one of my habits, laughing all modef 
wde.e time moſt immoderately. She de- bim it 
k 2 minded ic 
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manded the name of the man that 
was to come, and though the maid, 
gave her a wrong one, ſhe was fa 
tisfied, and ſaid, ſne was ready to do 
ver was defired of her; but ſtill 
ſhe continued. Eughing,/ and telling her 
that ſne was Never, cut out for an ac- 
treſs. VVV «re death 
Soon after ths: aan 3 3 
at which time the maid going to meet 
him, and taking him aſide, gave” him 
to underſtand, that. before he was to be: 
introduced into the apartment where L 
was, 1 | deſi red him not. to meddle with 
the window-ſhutters, but to let them 
be as he ſhould find them for that my 5 
modeſty would not ſuffer me to receive 
him in eren ht z adding. withal, 
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that I had ordered her to take the mo- 
ney, becauſe it was beneath me to aſk 
for it. Preſently he put a purſe into my 
maid's hand, and entered my apartment 

uche hopes of a 


with all the joy, whiel 


blefling, from which he thought himſelf 
not far remote, could inſpire into him. 
At the ſame time there was ſo little light 


in the chamber, as would hardly admit 


the diſtinction of objects. | However, 
he could perceive a young perſon, that 
ſeemed to him to be very handſome; 
and being fo prepoſſeſſed as he was with 
the idea of his pleaſure, he never ſu- 
ſpected in the leaſt any trick to be put 
him. He accofted the lady; but find- 
ing 15 mute, and that he could not get 


| e word from her, he es to diſtruſt 
— 4 | | his 
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5000 ms + bot though ſhe would! 


not ſpeak, buſy as he was about her, 
he thought he heard her laugh: upon 


which he ſtept to the windows to let in 
the light; but while he was fumbling 
about the ſfiutters, the lady having 


opened the chamber-door, was going to 
make her eſcape, which the lawyer per- 
ceiving, laid hold of her; when ſeeing 
her face, he ſtood motionleſs as a ſtatue; 
while the lady, wreſting herſelf out of 
his hands, ran wy into ber own e 
ment. ene l eee 

Down came the magiftrate, and hav- 
ing got his people about him, up ſtairs: 


he went again, and demanded his en 


ts be delivered 
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a woman's habit. 


7 the magiſtrate had been really mad; for 


ſeems that after he had eſcaped from the 


vice. 


Pr nan to be broke open, Saint 
e e 


— 


nid, who! lay concealed in the d in 


All this while my nk RUA 1 


ſhe was utterly ignorant that the lady, | 
whom ſhe. had got to act my part, was 
the unfortunate Saint Albe. For it 


place where his father had impriſoned 
him, he had diſguiſed himſelf in a wo- 
man's habit, and was come to lodge in 
| the ſame houſe where I did, in\ hopes 
that being thus ſecured from the perſe- 
cution of his father, he MINE. meet 
with an opportunity to offer me his ſer- 


The Aude ze ane at 3 ho 5 
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| Albe \ Was delivered into is hands dic 


guiſed in my cloaths as before mention- 
ed. What a dreadſul accident was this 


for me! 5 Though an angel ſhould have 


deſcended from heaven to have borne 


witneſs of my innocence, he would not 


have been believed, It was knownithat 2 


Saint Albe had a love for me; and he 
was found to have lodgings in the houſe 


where I lived diſguiſed in a female habit, 
and in cloaths that belonged to myſelf. 
Could any body believe otherwiſe, than 
that all this was done with my conſent ? 


What a folly was it in Saint Albe, ſince 
he had taken a reſolution to lodge in 
the ſame houſe” with me, that he did 
not ſooner make himſelf known! Or 


at leaſt that he did not refuſe to comply 
with 
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k 


with what was defired of him! But it 


is certain, he never dreamt of his fa- 
ther's coming, eſpecially after the maid 


had given him a wrong name: beſides, 


that his love made him look upon the 


* 


man, for whom the cheat was intended, 


as a rival, upon whom he wn YT. 
enough to revenge himſelf. 


During this diſturbance at een 


Lerpected my maid, whom I had order- 


ed to come to me. Een "_ quite tir- 


en I came there, the neighbours told 

E THC vrhole of this: adventure, and my 
maid not coming, I ee ſhe was afraid 
a, my at A 


1 


ed with ſtaying for her, 1 deſired Mrs. 
Laval to accompany me to my lodging; 9 


oY F * £ 
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; n 14 They who heard this ſtory, made no 


mine. They thought it had been a de- 
vice of mine to make ſport with the 
magiſtrate; and gave it out, that I had 


but at the ſame time, they ſhrewdly 
ſuſpected that Saint Albe and J were 
reed together; and | thence inßerted 

that I was an ill woman for betraying 


mour of thoſe ladies who care not what: 
becomes of their lovers, ſo they may 
but gratify their vent 9 or their diver- 
ſion. 


However, the „ of this af. 
fair were not * pernicious to me as I had 
- imagined 


— 


5 . : 1 
1 4 * 8 re e ee 8 my | " 
Fay ; 1 ET” wo 1 8 a | 2 2 2 1 7 # 


qveſtion but that it was a contrivance of 
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done it after a very facetious manner: 


. . 
. |tim- in that manner to his father. In 
ſhort, they thought me to be of the hu- 
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iengſued they would be. The 3 


was adviſed not to make any noiſe, be- 
cauſe he could not do it without making 
| himſelf 2 laughing · ſtock to the whole 
town: and therefore he only gave out, 
that underſtanding his ſon lay diſguiſed 
in the houſe where 1 lodged, he only 
went to fetch him from thence. 


: + 


By this means I found myſelf delivered 
95 a hateful and an importunate lover. 


He had no mind to make love 


y more 
to a woman that knew how to LS ſuch 


tricks; and though he was exceedingly | 


angry with me on the occaſi on, yet the 
weight of his: fury fell upon his ſon, 


whom he cauſed to be more cloſely con- 


fined. 


mo 


ii4 
ſam 
did 
Cha 
neitl 
get 


orde 


fam. 
cauſ 


743-9 


Was 
but 


com 


agree 
thing 
{11 « 


eithe 


_—_— 
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rate All this hte! my Fig: remained in the; 
be- © fame condition ſtill; for the magiſtrate 
ing did nothing for me; and Madame de 
ole” Chatillon's intereſt ſo far prevailed, that 
dut, neither my mother nor my huſband could 
ied get any ground upon me. She had ſo; 
nly ordered the matter, that none of the moſt 
8 famous advocates would meddle with the 
red cauſe; but ſtill anſwered. my adverſaries, 
ver. when they came to retain them, that it 
ore WW was a cauſe no way proper for the bar, 
but rather to be ended by a friendly ac- 
commodation: but becauſe we could not 
agree upon the conditions, there was no- 
thing done ton either fide... However, I. 
ſtill enjoyed my allowance without ſeeing 
either huſband or nerds indeed, 9 
ie 1 * 
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I took all t e 1 could ro avoid their 
company. 


* 


| 4443225 S tel 


What was Ibeeme of my maid all this 


1 knew not; nor was I at all ſorry 


uſe ſhe mite of her dons my pre- 
Je? * for i. in all pang wes ei me, 


tation. And I will relate one eee 
by which the reader wilt 88 under an 


the character o 
Perceiving that nothing mad n 


 giſtrate ſo uneaſy as to be impoſed upon 


by one of his own ſex, 'ſhe'riade ſure of 
a handſome young female, und perſua- 


ded her to take my name upon her. This 


being- done, - ſhe offered her to 1 ſeveral 


young gentlemen at court, as a woman 


{ 


whom 


" this wicked © n 


eir 


ral 
an 


conſtancies which he laid to my 
he am the propoſal, with a deſign 


fe © 
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whom neceſſity had reduced her. to ſeek 


ſubliſtence by that way of living. Among 


the reſt, ſhe addreſſed herſelf to Bloſlac, 
and told him, that I had been a dave to 


my reputation, which was the only rea- 


ſon that made me refuſe the offer of his 
purſe; but that I would not be ſo haughty 
when I thought myſelf ſecure from be- 


ing known; and, provided he had ſo 
much diſcretion as to make a ſhew of 


being a ſtranger to me, be might 


aſſure himſelf of ſucceſs. As Bloſſac 


any great reſpect for me, he readily, gave 
credit to the wench's fair ſtory; and, 


deſirous to revenge himſelf of the in- 
charge, 


to 
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to inſult me afterwards. T his was doubt. 
"I leſs his intention, becauſe he told the 


maid that he would bring ſome of his 
friends along with him, when he gave 
me the meeting; reſolving they ſhould 


be ſharers with him in his good fortune. 


Bloſſac, therefore, told his friends of it, 
and they and their friends told others, 
and fo it "OW nen all over the 
=_ he duke of nds a I ſome- 
times met at Madame de Chatillon' 85 

was aſtoniſned at the reports that were 


ſpread concerning me, and was fo civil 


as to believe them falſe. He alſo i in- 


heard, who o belonght him to fi wy knoy 
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pute e 
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I ſaw p 


reſolut 
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| his authors; and he confeſſed ingen uouſly 
that Bloſſac was his intelligencer. iti 
In a word, Bloſſac had given the duke 


an account of the diſcourſe between him 


and my maid; and having alſo told the 
place and day appointed for the meeting, 
the duke knew not what to think of it; 
but being deſirous to be convinced of the 
truth, he requeſted Bloſſac that he might 
accompany him to the aſſignation. 8 


Mrs. Laval acquainted. me with what 


the duke of Candale had diſcovered to 


her; nor did we know to whom to im- 
pute a ſtory ſo extravagant. I canfeſs, 
the firſt motions of my imagination ac- 


cuſed my mother and my huſband, whom 


I ſaw perſiſting ſtill ſo obſtinately in their 


reſolutions to ruin me. But all this 


242 1 while 
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while there was —_— of nnn in 


ſurmiſes 22 "M4 
In the midſt of chile wii 
Mrs. Laval and I were debating which 


nies, when word was brought me that 


the duke of Candale deſired to —_ 


with me. I was glad of the opportr 
in hopes that he might give me ſome light 
into theſe myſteries. He entered; but 


obſerving that he only talked to me of 


general matters, I interrupted\him, and 


"aſked him the meaning of the many re- 

ports that ſo terribly attacked my repu- 
tation, and of which he had already | 
been talking to Mrs. Laval. Then he 
told me what had paſſed between him 


Bloflac, as well” as of the interview 


S 1 e 


way to put a ſtop to theſe violent calum-· 


lighten as E 
had ſo much diſturbed my reſt: and 
begged of the duke of Candale to give 
me the cleareſt informations he Sous 

e I | . 5 8 chat 
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between tlie latter and my maid. Add- 
ing, with a ſmile, that he came to ſce 
he had been told I was to have been at 
another place; and that Bloſſac ſtaid for = 
him to carry him to the meeting. At 
length he concluded; that he would ſtill 
make a ſhew of believing as they did, 
that they would meet Bloſſac, and go 
along with him, and that he would ſend 


me word, RY were . made uſe 


of my name. 12 ; : 
| I was ebene to become miſtreſs of . 


into del dark — i: 


a 


r 
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chat I might. cauſe Bloſſac to be ſurprized 

in company with the perſon that had af- 

- ſumed my name, I told him of what 

importance it was to my reputation, that 
this affair ſhould be made clearly out, 
and conjured the duke to do me juſtice, 
He promiſed me that he would; but told 
me withal, that it would be much more plo 
for my honour that my huſband ſhould let 1 
ſurprize Bloſſac; becauſe it could not thei 
be od that he knew the re- 
ports as well as others; that he would go 
1mmediately and give him notice that I 
had given Bloſſac a meeting, and that i it 
would be nobody's. fault but his own if 
he did not ſurprize me. I approved of 
the duke's deſign; and ſo leaving to 
him che management of the a 1 
„ NEG, ck 


* 


COUNTESS DANOIS. 15 
took my leave of him with as much joy, - 
as I was overwhelmed n with fad. | 
neſs-and amazement. 

The duke ſo well ordered his 1 
that my huſband and my mother had no- 
tice of the aſſignation before he met 
Bloſſac; and the people whom he em- 
ployed to carry them the news, would not 
let them be at reſt, but inceſſantly rung in . 
their ears, that there was no time to be 

loſt: though indeed they wanted no | 
ſpurs, as believing that this adventure If 
would put an end to their proceſs; and . { 
therefore they - reſolved not to bet! me.” j 14 
eſcape them this bart OO 14 

In the mean time the duke of Can- N | 1 | 
| daks returning to Bloſſac, told him, lt 
that an accident had fallen our, chat he 
ey K 4 Sou 'q 4 


| 
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could not poſſibly go along with him. 


— an 
bh Y==y — 
A ar 
VOY a + 
G 


Bloſſac therefore ſeeing no remedy, went W 
alone to the place appointed, while the | = 
duke followed him at a diſtance, and bi 
kept himſelf concealed in the neighbour- | pa 
hood, reſolving to be a witneſs of what is 
ſhould happen. As for my mother and KF ov 
muy huſband, they were ſo indiſcreet as to - nl 


tell every one they knew that now they 
had me ſafe: ſo that the noiſe of their 
deſign ſoon ran from one end of the 
town to the other; inſomuch tha they 
were attended by a train of ſeveral per- 
ſons who laughed in their ſleeves to think 
they were going to be | ſpectators of a 
ſtrange ſight ; that is to ſay, of a huſ- 
band, who was going, as he thought, to 
cConvince himſelf of being a cuckold. 
io . - © el - _- " Bloffac 


oy 


88 COUNTESS 'D'ANOI1S. / 
Bloſſac was met by my maid, and ne” 

was hardly entered the- room where 

the miſtaken gentlewoman ſtaid for him, 


but my mother and my hufband, accom- 


panied as before mentioned, were cloſe at 


his heels. Upon the noiſe that followed, 


out came my maid: ſhe was known, and 


when they ſaw her they made no queſtion 
I was not far eff. Preſently the doors 


were forced open; but then to ſay who 


looked moſt. confounded, my mother or 


my huſband, when they ſaw themſelves 


miſtaken; would be too hard a taſk fer 
me to undertake, it is only to be ima- 
gined. My mother dropped out firſt, my 


huſband ſneaked out after her, and Bloſ- 


ſac followed him, all with ſtrong marks 
8 £. diſappointment on their faces. 80 


K LY „„ ow: 
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ſoon as they were gone, the duke of 
Candale arrived, and gave orders for 
ſeizing the maid and her aſſociate and 5 
after he had given farther order that 
they might be ſecured, he haſtened to 
my lodging to acquaint me with the 
iſſue of the adventure. „„ 
I was in hopes this Sl my 
: huſband had met with, would have been 
a ſufficient proof of my innocency, and 
of the little ground he had for all his 
ſuſpicions and ſurmiſes; and 1 Yooked 
upon this adventure as a finiſhing Rroke 
that would have put an end ito all mx 
misfortunes. But people made another 


interpretation of it: they eriad, That 
« all this was but a trick of my own; 1 
80 and that. my; mand, by agreement wich 
"op | "8 Bloſſac 


0 
ie 


8 


by it 
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„ Bloſſac and myſelf, had drawn my 
* huſband and my mother into this 
ſnare, to make it ſerviceable towards 


« the gaining of my cauſe.” —In ſhort, 


the leſs reaſon they had to believe I had 


any ſhare in it, the more convinced they 
were that 1 had; and the better they 


judged it to be carried on: every bodx 
NY that heard of ir, and I only; 
it, reaped the applauſe of being a 
GST, wit and. addreſs. 3 ut. that 
was not the commendation that 1 ſought+” 
FE defired-only. that I might have my 
due. But it is impoſlible, when a wo- 
man is engaged in concernments that 
will admit of two interpretations, to a- 


d the worſt, and enjoy an unblemiſhed 


* 


reputation; it is not enough for her to 


* 


wiſdom and good conduct; there muſt 
be nothing that will carry two ſenſes in 


needs be always guilty, when innocence 
has need of ſo many . juſtifications, 


even way of living is the only th 
which they ed, ok of all to Ph 


betimes to look upon love intrigues, as the 


hi 
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need. of proof to juſtify my innocence, 


eng 


govern herſelf according to the rules of 
the accidents of her life: a woman muſt 


| Happy thoſe women who are not expo- 
ſed to thoſe inconvenienccs. A ſmooth. 


and they ought to accuſtom themſelves 


8 . rocks of their repoſe and honour.. Imyſelf 1 
5 confirmed the belief which. Was given to 
this ſtory, by the compaſſion. 1 ſhewed ; 
for the two confederates then in cuſtody. | 
0 ys. For, being perſuaded that I had no more 


8 L thought 
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| thought them objects of my pity; 3. ar 


could I endure to hear of the puniſh- 


ments that were threatened to be inflicted 


- upon my maid, for whom Fill retained 


a regard; ſo I ordered her to be ſet 
at liberty, together with her accom- 


plice. ; 


I muſt confeſs, I could not have 


committed a greater act of imprudence, 


and never was compaſſion more unſeaſon- 


able. 


For then, with much more reaſon 


than before, it was adjudged that the 


maid had acted. by my orders, when it 


was known that 1 was the occaſion of her 


releaſe. - 1 8 
I adviſe no one, . to as xs 1 
did': this creature became ſo forgetful o 

| my kindneſs. towards her, that ſhe was 


afterwards always the firſt to raiſe and 


ES 


ſpread. 


OR NET 


- 


” . 
ö - * 
r 0 . , r 
3 ons fs A In. tir — — _ wet 
"4 * 3 = 9 des bs a 
. 
— —— 
—_—— 


\ * 
: 
5 
* 4 ; 
* 5 \ 
. 7 a S 
3 
8 „„ 
* * A 
WP. 5 =. * d 
, 1 pO 
Ye ms, oe » * — Nee 
AS — r 0 
— n 
* 
8 . 
* ' 5 
—— FER 


* . þ 


er ů er ads 2 
o 
3 
6 — . — * . 4 ö 
— Fe * 


* 
— —_— 
WF. 
1 — 
T 8 
5 N * b bl q K 


# 


N F 


\ = = ——— ——— \ _— _ l N 
— 4 * Rf » 3 = - \ a 0 
wa 8 A 8 9 Rag IF p 89 — — E - 8 ot _ L 9 9 Y S. R G —_— = 
" = " N * £ * 4 * 8 - F * = = = Mt" l - = =] F Fx 
** 75 * 5 a,” SS. * R — 7  Y Ila * —_— = 
p "x {0 WIE, IT” FITS 8 5 4 m Þ F WE « — 7 AO r b NK 
a 3 . * ä 9 1 * . 5 f » A 1 1 we 3 C * i; — 4 1 2 — i G = wy 
2 now * * 6 ws 'Y 7 8 — 5 7 — 2 — N N * Fs x = _ 
N br 2 2 A *. . * * * K — . ” LEM 3 K a ; 3 | 
I pak "Bey , . TY Ll : * 7 + 22 4 5 1 5 4 "FS U 
p 2 * » WM 2 * 8 1 * * * n = 2 « 2 — FI wn 
- wats <4 - q L. A 4 7 * — ** 2 * * 5 
43 1 - 5 * by er- e K — — . 
„ * * n n r PEST — 4 * K ; * K Mi, os WO "ET "RR" * * A Ys 
ur RET” ITE” OT Ss n 8 A - * — y folk" OE PORE * * l * 7 yy - " _ RY : 1 * 
r , Pb - * * Y : : ä - b \ "VE" N 
5 * 1 p 7 . — 
9 X — * . 5 
1 Z l 4 3 A 88 CC 8 a . . * 
D et mn. PP 4 Se ff ©: ot n 4 wy 
7 Wn _—Y 4 d 7 ; 3 ' ; ? 


—— Py 9 _ . - - =_ 
"wo —— — _— ng wo b — K —— — 
b o'S > p 4 hy A F =_—y SOA. wy * 4 y = * _ T 5 A 
. RT C 1 * 4 4 * wy 
bs => V 4 
75 0 þ n 9 D et ad 2 1 c 2 
7 F * r ſy * * 2 een 5 9 2 "5 7 * 9 N * 


3 abour the ERNIE ridicu- 
_ tous ſtories of me. 


My huſband, about the ſame time, re. 


turned into his province; whether it was. 
f that he could not brook the ſhame of his 
laſt adyenture, or that he thought his- 
abſence requiſue to make me hearken to 
an accommodation, for he began to be 
weary of lying alone; and ſince had- 
found money and friends, my mother, 


"ou could not endure the. fight of me 
in Paris, had perſuaded him that it was 
for his intereſt to be reconciled, and live 


wu 


wth me. ED 1777 


' 0 


For my own: part, J could not tate a 


better reſolution than to conſent to ſuch 5 


a reconciliation, had it been only to turn 


the laſt ſtory to 855 9 The 
5 | world. 
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ä immediately after returned to my buf | 


ſitions, if Iwould forget what was paſt. 


with chis-negociation, * alſo el 
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world would doubtleſs have more e calily 
believed that I had no hand in it, had 1 


— 


band. To bring about a reconciliation; 
he ſent a gentleman to me, one of his. 
friends, whoſe name was Montalzac, 
with orders to make me very fair propo- 


Nor did he only entruſt that gentleman” 


rector; but theſe two agents, inſtead of 8 
forwarding this a e pur 8 


farther off, by 


ee , before he ge. 10 underſtand © 
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only motive that induced him to labour 
a reconciliation between me and.my buff 
band, was, becauſe that being his neigh- 
bour, it would be the more eaſy for him 
to viſit me. As for the Director, he 
troubled; me with long diſcourſes that 
were offenſive to me: he gravely. told 
me, that I could not in conſcienee live 
apart from my huſband; and repeated 
0 many diſobliging ſtories about my ill 
conduct, that he made me quite angry. 
1 anſwered. him, 10 that I had. nothing ee .- 
* do with his. admonitions and re- 


« proaches,” and ſent him away with 


great indignation. He was not accu. 
tomed to be ſo rudely handled, I believe, 
andꝭ as he had the reputation of an able 
©: nn ociator in ee, he undegtook, he 
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2 booked upon me as an incorrigible wretch, . 
and gave out in all companies that my 
. KH heart was har ; and that I would die 
„ ; in my iniquity. Of all the people that 
e attacked my reputation, nobody 
did it wich more malice, nor more hear- 
* tily than — devout HOI He 
f «ming me; and Lquickly found myſelf - 
become a prey to the fury of falſe 
JF zealots, who cried out that I was a gan- 
green member that ought to be cut off 
from the reſt of the body. Such ſort of 
zꝛcalots ſhould! never be employed in af- 
fairs of the ſume nature with mine; at 
leaſt, they ought to be inſtructed before 
they go to worle, that mildneſs and pa- 
eee, means to 
"Gt... SS. ob 0. 
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obtain ſucceſs, and operate much ir 
oetffectually than the tranſports and 
mavectives of an over; paſſionate zeal. think 
It is a ſtrange thing that they, who: by hope 
| reaſon of the confidence Which their huſb⸗ 
pProfeſſion demands, ought to be the moſt ſentit 
ſparing of teſlectione on the-honour of fiene 
che ir neighbour, ſhould be, as gen | 
they are, the moſt flaviſh.of them, and. tion, 
treat it with the greateſt; inhumanity. . faith 
A Director, by virtue of his office, will gakzac. 
x never pardon hoſe by-whom: his zeal is fully 
Hl received : and 2ealots;dike:th&perſon-- my n 
whom I {peaks of, are ſeldom pleaſed every 
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huſband with his tetnerity, 
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/ bose the advice he gave me: and for 


fear that, by admitting his xiſits, hemight 
think I had ſome intention to flatter his 
hopes, I told him-I would acquaint my 
nd of the 
ſentiments he dared to entertain for his 
friend's wife: and that notwithſtanding - 


my real inclinations to an accommoda- 
tion, I would defer it till he had a more 


faithful friend for his neighbour: Mont- 
-alzac, mortified to ſee himſelf ſo diſdain- 
fully rejected, reſolved to obſerve all 
my motions, and inform my huſband of 


every ſtep I took, which he did exactiy, 
but ſtill ſetting out the moſt innocent 


actions! in the worſt colours. Thus let a 
woman be ever ſo difereet and ws: n 
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1 ſcandal and calumny, hen Wel is W 
unfortunate as to be Ay a worth- 


ale mee 


While they were thus ka to re 
chucile me to my huſband, 1 had a greater 
deſire than ever to be parted from him. 

The protection of Madame de Chatillon 
had procured me the ſame favour from 
the Prince. I muſt confeſs, that had 1 

not been ſo powerfuly ſu pported, I ſhould 
haye been more willing to have hearken- 

: 77k to my huſband's offers; but all that 

came near. me, perſuaded me againſt 


them; ſome out of intereſt others be- 
cauſe they would not give themſelves 


the trouble to let me ſee the inconveni- 
.ences of a deſign, wherein 1 ran the 
hazard of ill ſucceſs. And indeed there 


are 
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thought it unfriendly: to flatter me. She 
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are few! I friends: chat know how to 
gi ve women thoſe cou nſcls which are 
moſt agr ceable sen real exigencies. 
There was no body but Mes. Laval, whe 


told me every day, that I could not 


z and inſiſted that 
to hear the advan- 5 


The ill 
good a woman daily ſuf- 
fered from her ane made me afraid 


of the like from mine. I had not as 
yet learned the leſſon ſhe. had done, that 


tetion of a woman is never ſe- 


. 
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take a more honourable courſe than to * | 

| live with my huſban 

it behoveda ſt, 5 
| tageaus offers which he made me. But 
I was: not then in a condition to reliſi 
the ſolid reaſons with. which ſhe ſup- . 

ported her ee advice. 

uſage which ſo g 
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whom the laws have once united to her. 
On the other ſide, I thought I ſhould- 
de happy if I could obtain a ſeparatio 
and this was that which I _ though 
* my duty to labour for.. 
nt Albe had ſtill rece 
der the oppreſſion of adorns nor can. 


10 him. 1 | impares 
Oni of hin to myſelft I was os 
that he ſhould ſo long diſgoiſe fe- 
for my fake; 5 and: moreover, ben | 
bim ale MO to which- ks 


ber the fad. 
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occaſion to take upon his father's impos- 
tunities: and though as yet I felt no 
emotions of affection for him, I had, | 


however, too great an eſteem for his per- 


civility contribute towards the making 
of his life leſs miſerable. 5 To ſum up 1 
all, in a feu words, I did not think it 
was a crime in him to love me; and 
thought chat an amour which bad no- 
5 minal in it, e could be no induce · ed 


thing . 


ment to hinder me . doing that 
which I would have done out of gene- 
roſity. Thereupon I ſpoke to Madame 
de Chatillon in his favour, laid before 
ndition of the young gen- 
tleman, and begged . of her to make * 5 
of — n io his. be WE 
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well pleaſed that I took his part; how. 
ever at the ſame time ſhe made me ſen- 
:Gible that it would be another blot upon 
my reputation, ſhould it be known that 
I had any hand in ſerving him; which 
made me requeſt her to procure Saint 
Albe's liberty, yet ſo that I might not be 
ſeen in the buſineſs. In ſhort, Madame de 
Chatillon ſpoke to the Prince, who ob- 
tained-an order for his releaſe, and at 

the ſame time procured him an employ- 
ment in the army better 1 * which 
be had before. %% ot LOF/ | 

It was preſently. che ON opinion 

os Madame de Chatillon had never pro- 
— Saint Albe's liberty, had it not 
been at my requeſt. But give me leave to 
ꝗueſtion whether. I was to be blamed for 
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| CONCETT 


delicac 
did not 
misfort 


merit at 


paſſion. 
myſelf 


and In 


« 


him: 
gave to 
it had | 
have ab 
rable oc 
when it 
How e 


be of h 


it is lav 


and wh 


ow- concerning myſelf in his behalf. The 
delicacy which I owed my reputation 
did not require me to be inſenſible of the 


ſen. 
pon. 


that 
nich 
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* 


misfortunes of a perſon,” who, for his 
merit and his youth, was worthy of com- 
myſelf to whom he could have recourſe: 
and I never repented of the ſervice I did 
him. Whatever occaſion afterwards it T 


paſſion, ka; 


gave to be objected againſt me as a crime, 


it had been a great piece of eruelty to 
have abandoned Saint Albe in that deplo- 
cable condition wherein he was, eſpecially 
when it was in my power to relieve him. 
How careful ſoever a woman ought to | 
be of her honour,” I am of opinion that 


it is lawful for her to do a good action: 


and when a woman is defamed upon that 


i _ ac-' 
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account, ſhe is only to complain of cer. 
tain unhappy cireumſtances, that ſome- 


times will not fuffer her to do _ ace 
tions with impunity. © 
So ſoon as Saint Albe was got ſafe out 
of his. father's power, * the credit of 
2ce, public rumours gave it out 


2 


more a ee e e n a of the 


n us. This was 


love that was beta 


what his father fpread abroad in all com- 


PRs; and Montalzac was no leſs dili- 
gent to inform my huſband of che com- 


mon report, which obliged me 0 ſteady 


reſolution never to ſee Saint Albe more: 
and though I did not think 1 had de- 


ſerved any reptoaeh for having procured 
his liberty, yet I thought it my duty to 
avoid a ſort of viſta which would have | 


x 6. 544 741 OO 


- 


ne- ö 


re. 


drawn a ſcandal uy 


a8 « myſelf 30 anda the a 1 
do myſelf in acting for him, had not 


hindered me from being ſerviceahle to- 
Se not believe 
that the wrong which his gratitude might | 

do me, was a ſufficient obſtacle to hinder. 
\ ſhewing it. He-therefore ſe-. 


* 
2. 


him; he, on hi- 


begged the favour of admitting him 
to one ſingle viſit; but finding me obſti- 


nate in my denial, he reſolved to ſee me 


whatever it colt him, It is true, I had 
better have given him admiſſion at firſt, 


without ſo much oppoſition; but my 


nicety proved preju dicial to me upon 
this occaſion. 
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At the ſame time Madame de Ohatil. 
Jon went to her ſigniory of Marlou, whi- N 


er, and where the 


_ Abbe: ond came often to viſit us. 
Oertain it is, that Madame de Chatillon 
his aſſiduities, 
but becauſe ſhe was.unwilling to diſpleaſe 
had too much credit at court, 
- which is an argument that ſhe was not ſo 
evilty of coquetry as a ſcandalous Me- 
moir would make her. She was always 
i C znvinced,” fince the adventurs of his 
lodgings, that the Abbe had a kindvweſs 
for me; which was the reaſon, perhaps, 
that ſhe ca : fed me along with her to Mar- 
| des that he would be more 

than ever my ſervant, or, at leaſt, that 
the bg: put u 8 my account the fre- 


would never have ſuffere. 


lou; in 


quent 
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1 KR quent journies that he made to Marlou. 
:- I conjectured her deſign; but I was ſo 
E = highly beholding to her, that 1 was will 
5 ing for her ſake to expoſe myſelf to 
| whatever could be ſaid of me; and T 


# : think I had reaſon to do as I did. There | 
ſe are certain obligations that will never 
t, permit us to be ungrateful; and I ſhould 

10 have thought it a ridiculous piece of 
5 niceneſs to have oppoſed Madame de 
ys Chatillon's deſign. I thought it ſuffi- 
15 cient if I did not contribute by my ill 
TY conduct to the ſiniſter conſtructions 
Is, which the journey might produce, if 


r- at leaſt ſuch complacencies might be 
we. allowed of without reproach. In a 
at BY word, I fer myſelf above all ſcruples. 
re- | Theſe are alſo circumſtances which 1t is 
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troubleſome for a woman to be engaged 
in, and where a woman cannot do a 
good action without loſing ſomething 
of her honour. But what muſt ſhe do? 
She myſt either renounce the world for- 
ever, or elſe expect to meet with theſe 
Lveniences ſon 


* 
& 
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a houſe in the neighbourhood, thought 


himſelf obliged to pay a viſit to Ma- 
dame de Chatillon ; but this viſit was 
followed by ſo many others, that pre- 


ſently a report was ſpread about, that 


my Lord was in love with her; nor 


was ſhe ſorry it ſhould be imagined 


that my Lord bent his thoughts to- 
wards her: for then ſhe was in hopes 
it would not be noiſed about that | 
ſhe bad any kindneſs for the Abbẽ 


E Fou- 


FILE we ftaid at Marlon, the 
Lord Digby, who had hired 
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Fouquet, when * bearkened to a- 


nother. ; 
The Abbe, at his firſt coming to Mar- 


Jou, ſaid nothing to me that ſeemed to 
make me any way the object of his 


thoughts. p But ſo ſoon as he perceived 
that my Lord was in love with Madame 
de Chatillon, he was deſirous: to try whe- 
ther ſhe would not diſcover ſome effects 
of her jealouſy. 5 underſtood Bis in- 
tentions by the continual complaints 
he made of her to me: and it may be 
well believed chat 1 bad no deſire to 


comply with his feigned affetion but | 


the more [ was reſolved to give him no 
anſwer, the more 1 imagined, it might 


be lawful for me to carry myſelf civilly 9 


5 towards him. This engaged him farther 
than 


would be to no purpoſe. 
found by experience, that a woman ha- 
zards her reputation no leſs by giving 
marks of a paſſion of which ſhe is not 
at all ſenſible, than in en an ab- 


chin 1 Totchded?; dd hits che 50 
that paſs, that I thought myſelf aſſured 
that he loved me really. 1 reſolved there- 
fore not to keep him in ſuſpence, and 
told him pl unly, | that all his pai ns 


ſolute averſion. £4468 Fol 621 1 
The Abbe told me, 15 wondered 1 


made no better uſe of his kindneſs, ſince 


it was in his power to do me an injury 


; by: di ſcovering my : private famili arity 
with one of my Lord's domeſtic ſervants. 
Theſe, words ſurpriſed me, and 1 defir- 


ed him to interpret his meaning, which 
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But then I 
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ke refuſed. to do, but flung out os; the 
room full of deſpite and anger. t 
1 A little while after I was going to in- P 
: \ - i form Madame de Chatillon of what had | * 
3 paſſed ; bur ſhe interrupted me, telling k 
| 2 
ft 


me that I was a fool, and run the hazard 
of ruining myſelf paſt redemption z; that 
it was known Saint Albe was with me g 
every day; and that to the end we might: 
ſce one another with more convenience, | th: 
I had ordered him to diſguiſe himſelf : 
= in ſhort, that he waited upon toy Lord 
| Hi in the nature of his Valet de Chambre. 
4 1 1 proteſted to her, that if that were the 
F ; caſe, I knew nothing of it; for that I 
4 had never, to my knowledge, ſren Saint 
Albe ſince his RT W * 
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However, what Madame de Chatillon 
told me, was true: for Saint Albe, ſtill 
poſſeſſed with his love, and not knowing 
what courſe to take upon my refuſal to- 


ke him, yet, underſtanding that I was 
at Marlou, and that Lord Digby paid 
frequent viſits to Madame de Chatillon, 


got into his ſervice under a borrowed 


name. I had notas yet ſeen him; and 


he ſatisfied himſelf with only ſeeing me 


ſometimes-in the crowd, waiting for'the 
opportunity Which he ſought... - Hows 


ever, he was not known; and it was imas 
gined that we converſed together every: 
dupe % 01 eh 
I begged of Madame de Chatillon that 
Saint Albe might be ſpoken to, and de- 


fired to be gone, before the | buſineſs 


L4 made 
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| made any further noiſe, and that I ſhould' 


be his mortal enemy if he diſobeyed me. 


Upon this, Madame de Chatillon ſent 


for Saint Albe, and laid before him the 
injury which he did my reputation. But 


he appeared to her ſo pierced with ſor- 


row for having diſpleaſed me, and ſo 


ready to obey, that ſhe took pity of him, | 
and promiſed him, before ſhe returned 


to Paris, ſhe would give him an oppor- 
tunity of ſeeing me, and im :diately 
fending for me, ſhe left- me oh him: 
He threw himſelf at my feet, without 


being able to ſpeak: one word: on the 
other ſide, I had not the power to chide 


him; I only laid before him the 1 injuries 


to which he expoſed me by his follies; 


and 225 him, that it behoved him to 
| Over- 


1 


COUNTESS: DAN Os. 225 


overcome a paſſjon hos was neither Pro- 


per for him or me to indulge: that 1 


ſnould be always his friend; but that I 


| ſhould hate him if he did not apply 
himſelf more ſeriouly to the duty which 
5 he owed the King's ſervice, and make it 


his endeayour to render himſelf worthy 
the favours which Madame de Chatillon 


had procured him. He ſeemed pleaſed 
with my behaviour to him; and ſaid, 


when he took his leave, that he never 


| ſhould: be happy, till he had, for my 
fake, loſt a life for which he was indebted 


"my to my. goodneſs. . | 
No this could not be carried ſo pri- 


| nip that it came to the ears of 
Saint Albe's father and Montalzac, who 
both made it their buſineſs to publich 
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 Chatillor:” he affected never to ſee her 


1 
. 
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this adventure, fet forth and garniſhed 
with a thouſand romp eireumſtan es 
of their wn. | wx 
The Abbe Foutuer ach 1 alt his at. 
tempts upon me proved unſuceeſs ful, 
renewed. his addreſſes to Madame de 


but in my pteſence; he thought mx 
Eord was better received than he, grew 
welinchbly ned b went 10 Paris 


that my Lord was alſo about to return 

and that he had already taken leave of 

the Ducheſs, he came back: to Marlou, 

and ated: all: the parts of 4 paſſionate | ti 

lover in his addreſſes to her bur finds | M ti 

*s me rn in her Spe . not = » 
* b bs 
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4 || being able to diſcourſe with her freely, 

1 he reſolved to cut me out work. | 
Ta The Abbe Fouquet believed, as all 
tw | the reſt of the world did, that I loved 
x Saint Albe; and how: he found him out; 
s I know not, but be brought him one 

2 day along with him to Marlou; telling 
R us a plauſible ſtory that Saint Albe was 
1 under ſome trouble, which obliged him 
5 

* 

My. 


to conceal himſelf; and that he had made 
him believe that Madame de Chatillon 
would not refuſe him her protection. 
The Abbe, who thought he had done 
wy me an extraordinary kindneſs, was not a 
te FF little ſurprized to ſee what a cold recep- 
= tion l gave Saint Altze. For I aſked him 
whether he had loſt his wits? Whether 
1 were his reſolution that ] ſhould hate 
L 6 | him, 
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23 MEMOIRS OF THE 8 _ 
| him, and ordered him inſtantly to be gone: 
But Madame de Chatillon, whom the 
awful reſpect and misfortunes of the 
young gentleman moved to compaſſionz 
told me there was no neceſſity for ſend- 1 
ing him away fo haſtily, but that at tl 
eaſt he ought to be allowed ſome time b 
to reſt himſrf. F eould not deny what-" te 
ever Madame de Chatillon deſwed; ſothaa f. 
Saint Albe having ſoon an opportunix 5h 
to ſpeak to me in private, he confeſſed W 1 
that he had no trouble upon him which ec 
obliged him to ſeek for ſanctuary; that 0 
he wondered at the reception -hich! to 
” gave him, becauſe the Abbe Fouquet | 
had told him that I paſſionately deſired 
his company: that it was reported at ; 
e that the Abbe was beloved by 
Madame 
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dom enjoy the Abbes company; and no 


COUNTESS D'A Noe. 


„ Chatillon chat ſhe: ſtayed 


at Marlou only to have a more regular 


familiarity with him ; chat he firengrh- 
ened thoſe reports: himſelf; and laſtly, 
that he had given him to underſtand, 
that I would be overjoyed to have ſome 


body to bear me company; and that 1 
told him he would do me a kindneſs to 


find me out a companion and bring 
him along with hin 
I gave Madame de Chatillon an ac- 


1 of this, who took no notice of it 


to the Abbe, but the next day we re- 


turned to Paris. It was in vain for her 
bo juſtify herſelf; for the world was fully 
poſſeſſed, that her retiring: from Paris 


Was only that ſhe might | with more free- 


bodg 
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230 5 MEMOTIRS OF THE 
body queſtioned but that Saint Albe was K 
my particular favourite. a 
At our return, the Abbe came veep 

1 day to wait upon Madame de Chatillon; 

Fl bdut ſhe took ſuch particular care to 
MM avoid all manner of privacy with him, 
that it was impoſſible for him to ſpeak 
to her without witneſſes. 1 m 
While Madame de Chatillon led this: to 
manner of life with the Abbé, I lodged 0 
at the Hotel d' Entragues. For Madame gi 
de Chatillon, and I, thought it conve. 
nient to ſeparate, though that was no 
hindrance to us from frequently viſiting: 
each other. At the ſame time alſo Mr.. to 
Laval, who endeavoured to make me ks 
reliſh a reconciliation- with my huſband, 
preſſed me ſo importunately to hear what 
he 
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cores DNõο . am 
le had to offer me, tat l eee 
ner Wad neee thar my 
journey to! Marlou- had very much 


eſtranged him from any accommodation. 
F chen declared to Moritalzac,. that 1 


was ſorry my huſband was in ſuch à hu- 
mour, for that 1 was e inclined 
td a reconciliation with him. | 

Montalzac affured me, that if I would: 
give him any Hopes of. "ſucceſs in his 
amour, he would work my huſband in- 


to other ſentiments. "This made me "CM 


think myſelf of managing Montalzac: 
to the deſt advantage; for I knew he. 
had a great power over: my huſband 3 


and conſidered, that if he did not ao- 
. his W yer that at leaſt 


1 ſhould: 
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A ſhould make it apparent to all the 
world that I deſired an agreement by 


my keeping fair with Montalzac. 
Therefore J played the diſſembler upon 
this occaſion ; and without promiſing 
Montalzac that L would reward his dili- 
gence, I left him ſome glimmering hopes 
that 1 might one day not be inſenſible of 
his paſſion. From that very moment he 

imagined that his perſon was not dif- 
pleaſing to me. But believing me pre- 
poſſeſſed for Saint Albe, he repaired a 


promiſe from me that 1 would never fee 


him more. To which I returned him for 


N anſwer, that in truth I was beloved by 
Saint Albe, but that 1 hadalways uſed him 


very ſeverely ; that my manner of re- 


og him at Nene,, was a conyinc- 
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ing proof of what J ſaid; that I had 


forbid him to come near me ever after 5 


and that, in ſhort, 1 had. quite given over 
ſeeing him: when juſt as I had ſpoken the 
words, Saint-: Albe came i into the room. 
I leave the reader to judge at the 


trouble and aſtoniſhment I. was in; for 

I can with the greateſt truth aver, that 
Thad not ſeen Saint Albe a long time 
before, and that I knew not what was 
become of him. | ſpoke to him there · 
fore like one that was heartily angry with 
bim, and bid him be gone immediately. 
_ : Nar did Saint Albe dare to offend me, 
but retired with all the ſubmiſſion ima- 


ginable, begging pardon. for his having 
diſpleaſed me. However, his unex- 


pected arrival. e Montalzae that 
all 
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all had told him was Falſe and be- 
eauſe that Saint Albe withdrew ſo quick- 


a kind of ironical raillery, you are ve- 


* ry fincere indeed 1 who dares queſtion. 


« your virtues? . The world certainly. 


does you a great deal of wrong to ſu- 


& ſpect your chaſtity !” In ſhort, he gave 
me much offenſive language, ſo that he 


made me quite angry. 1 then repented: 


Thad fent away Saint Albe, and, [ was 


juſt about to have ore 
to let Montalzac ſee how: little I cared- 


for what he thought of me. 80 true. it 
is, that women care not what they do, 


when they are provoked, However, I 


Aid not recall Saint Albe, but ſatisfied: 
myſelf 


by 


ly, he thought i it had been a trick con- 
certed between us. Oh,“ ſaid he in 


ered. him back,. 


lady who deſerved to be ſpoken of with 
ſo much reſpect, he preſently forced him 
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myſelf with only ſt ding — Montals | 
vac with 2 proper indignaton -: 15 
A Wing Ale waves d de 
he underſtood. that the perſon-whom he 
ſaw in my chamber was the Marquis. 


had done me, he reſolved to wait his. 


coming forth, and revenge the injuries. 
I had complained of. Saint Albe never 
conſidered! the conſequences: of what: he 


was going. to _ eee the mo 


he ſaw . le went up to him. 
and aſking him how he durſt defame-a. 


to draw his ſword. For ſome time 
. — 
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fou eee 
at = mr; Montalzac, after he had 
wounded: Saint Albe, fell dead at his 
feet. This duel was fought almoſt uni 
der my windows, and the noiſe which a 
the peop'e made to part them, obliged 
me to open them; when the firſt ſight v 
that ſtruck my eyes was Saint Albe, NY hi 
who, though ſcarce able to ſtand, ens 
deavoured to gain the door. I corild = tir 
not be fo cruel as to ſhut it againſt him; ve 
but on the contrary, IL ran down, and Al 
was the lirſt who ordered him to be let dit 
1 So ſoon as he e he fell at my the 
8 and with a languiſhing tone, Ma- Tit 
*dam,” ſaid he, 1 die happy, ſince I have inf 
Lerevenged the injuries done you.“ if beg- . 

ö dj th maſter of the houſe to carry him wh 
vihout 25 
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t without delay through a back- door into 
* a neighbour's houſe, where his wounds | 
might be dreſſed, and from thence I took 
1 care to have him privately removed te 
1 | another a little farther off. And by this 
4 maeeans it ſo happened, that the purſſ 
+ || which was" after him, could net find 
3 him out. Wee eee e eee 
This misfortune . at ſoch A 
d time that d uels were puniſhed i more ſe- 
verely than ever, and I ſaw that Saint 
Sy Albe would ſtand in need of great ere- 
be dit co procure -a gentle proſecution | on 2 
dle King's ſide. Tothis-purpoſe,'away * il 
ee es ddatame de Chatillon; and = 
ie || informed her of the whole adventure. [1 | 
There I luckily, met the Abbé Fouquet, 1 
who promiſed me that the informations ill 
: -— 
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Gould on be given to the Proctor Ge- 


neral his brother, till he had viewed 


dem; and that be wauls. #9: order it 


wy been A a i TOS ITS: 
5 e * bis > res Ds care, no 


harm enſued, but Saint Albe had liber. 
e  appgar: 


abroad, fo. ſoon as bis 
bealch would permit him; his, pardon 

-procured and diſpatched; ſo that 
nating remained of this adventure. 


but the prejudice which it did myſelf. 


For how was-it otherwiſe.to{ be; believed 
but that I had a 
Albe, conſidering what 1 had done for 
him? Nevertheleſs L only ſerved: him 


out, of generoſity and compaſſion, and 


7 5 2 TIC * : 
% 8 44 E 5 z * 


ſor Saint 


1 


COUNTBSS WaNOIs. - 


my opinion was, that any woman, the 
moſt ſevere profeſſor af virtue, would have 
done as much as J did. All the while 


that Saint Albe lay private, 1 never went . . N 
to ſee him. 1 . 


muſt confeſs, 1 put 2 
conſtraint upon myſelf in ſo doing; be- 
cauſe, that beſides that my vifits'mighe 
have contributed to his cure, the love 
which he teſtified for me was accompa- 
nied with a pleaſing reſpect and awful 


ſubmiſſion. Perhaps, the greateſt part 
of women, who enjoy even an unble- 


miſhed reputation, would not have been 
ſo nice upon ſuch an occaſion. : %. 

Nevertheleſs, when J conſidered what 
the world talked publicly of Saint Albe 


and myſelf, it was an affliftion to me, 


and I thought myſelf unhappy : for in 
ſhort 


— c are, 88 D 
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Mort Saint Albe's unintereſted zeal did 
me as much harm, as the character of 
| thoſe who loved me with leſs delicacy, 
Thus there is no lover which it does not 
behove a woman to be afraid of, ſeeing ; 
"el is " much Jang in the viſits of 
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